
Cleobury Clarion
The

SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY July 2016

THE TOWN LIBRARY
It’s  two  years  since  a  public 
meeting was held to discuss the 
future  of  the  Friends  of 
Cleobury  Mortimer  Library.  At 
that time, most of the funds had 
been transferred to the Primary 
School  to  support  the  annual 
Mavis  Cartwright  writing 
competition,  leaving  a  newly 
selected  committee  with  about 
£100 in the kitty and no ongoing 
plans.
    There  have  been  a  lot  of 
changes  since  then,  with  the 
running  of  the  place  passing 
over  to  the  Cleobury  Country 
Centre  staff,  some  members  of 
the  Friends  resigning  and 
through  it  all  a  number  of 
events  to  publicise  this  very 
valuable  service  have  been 
organised.  The  funds  are  now 
looking very good.
   There  will  be  an  Annual 
General Meeting of the Friends 
of  the  Library  at  6.30  on 
Monday  July  4th.  All  those 
interested are  very  welcome to 
attend  and  to  discuss  how  we 
move  further  forward  in 
promoting reading.

A MOTORING PAGE
The  Clarion  used  to  have  one. 
Most  local  papers  and 
newsletters have one, because in 
rural  areas  having  your  own 
transport  is  by  far  the  easiest 
way of  travelling.  So  from this 
issue,  the  Clarion  will  have  a 
Motoring  Page,  but  only 
occasionally  will  it  have  those 
predictable  so-called  road  tests 
of the latest models.
   We start what we hope will be 
an  unusual  approach  with  a 
feature on the Pembleton three-
wheeler, built in one of the most 
unlikely places to find a motor 
works - Bayton.
   Something  much  more 
conventional  may  appear  next 
month,  followed by  a  personal 
report from a 77 year old on the 
Royal Society for the Prevention 
of  Accidents’  Experienced 
Driver Assessment. Let’s face it, 
with  the  passing  of  time  the 
more senior amongst us should 
be willing to take a driving test 
to confirm if  we are still  up to 
the  job,  even  if  it’s  not 
compulsory. 
    We hope to interest,  inform 
and not bore. Page 25.

CAUTION, PLEASE
There  has  been  a  drive  by  an 
online  pharmacy  to  gain 
support in the area. Their emails 
and  leaflets  tell  how  they  can 
deliver your prescription to you, 
free of charge, and how quickly 
the  service  deals  with  your 
needs - in two days. It’s all very 
persuasive,  but  has  nothing  to 
do  with  Cleobury’s  established 
pharmacy that sits conveniently 
next door to the Medical Centre.
   This is a free country and you 
are allowed to make your choice 
as an individual.  But do please 
read what Mark Radford has to 
say  in  his  Cleobury  Patients’ 
Voice report on Page 13, which 
makes  it  clear  that  our  town 
pharmacy  is  highly  rated.  And 
let's  not  overlook  the 
sympathetic  personal  service 
you  can  find  there.  Whatever 
the  convenience  of  dealing 
online, personal contact and an 
understanding  smile  are  an 
element  of  service  that  no 
machine can replace.
    Pharmacy2u is evidently a big  
operation and for busy people it 
probably  does  a  good  job.  But 
we’re not all in a hurry, surely?

We are both highly qualified, very experienced 
and absolutely dedicated to providing our 

patients with the best quality care in our 
respective disciplines.

We have many testimonials from patients, some 
are on our websites and a couple to the right. T: 01584 823331

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
Debby Luxton. HCPC Registered

Treating and Caring for Feet
General and Specialised
(Verruca and Fungal Nail)

Middleton | Ludlow | SY8 3EF                                                                          

OSTEOPATHY
Ian Luxton. GOSC Registered

Treating Pain and Injury
Acute and Chronic

Head to Toe

“I’m now free of discomfort due to the 
excellent and wholly appropriate 
treatment you have given me.”

“We have greatly appreciated your 
attention and trusted your advice.”

www.ludlowpodiatrist.co.uk www.ludlowosteopath.co.uk



Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club
At Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club we believe that a really enjoyable golf day 

takes more than just a great golf course. We make sure that your whole 

experience, from the friendly welcome in the golf shop to your drinks and 

meal in our relaxed clubhouse, is all part of a day you’ll remember. 

Monday Madness- £15 For All Day Golf

36 Thursdays- £20 For Up To 36 Holes

MembershipMembership
7 day, 5 day, Intermediate, Associate, Junior & Social

Lessons
Individual, Group Lessons, Playing Lessons, Get In To Golf & Junior Lessons

Accommodation to rent

The cottages are furnished to the highest standard, located in a quiet corner 

of the course with wonderful views. The lodges have an open minimalist feel 

to them to them featuring a fully equipped kitchen, two en suite bedrooms and storage 

room for golf/ fishing equipment. 

The Wyre Suite At Cleobury Mortimer Golf  Club Is  Perfect For:

Christenings               Birthdays              Funeral Wakes

Presentation Nights         Christmas Parties      Seminars

Set in over 200 acres of glorious countryside with the Wyre Forest as its backdrop, the Wyre 

Suite has its own private bar, dining for up to 100 guests, a dance floor and a balcony 

overlooking our stunning 27 hole golf course.

TTel: 01299 271 112    Visit: www.cleoburygolfclub.com     www.cleoburycountrylodges.com



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  July 20163

And On Other Pages…. 
    5 -  No Hole in the Wall?
     7 - Trekfest Success
  11 -  Cleaning the Wells
  13 - Cleobury Patients' Voice
  15 - The Clarion Jobs Page
  17 - Visit the Royal Mint
  19 - Severn Edge Vets 
  21 - The Severn Rivers Trust
  23 - Wise and Well Information Day
  27 - Philip Dunne MP 
  31 - Bob Colquitt - His family replies
  32 - Social Calendar - Part One
  33 - and  Part Two

 35 - Avis Pounder - Superlady
 37 - On the Buses
 39 - Clarion Coppers
 41 - July in the Wyre Forest 
 43 - Book Review
 45 - Cleobury Dental Practice
 47 - A New Record?
 49 - On the Market  - ‘No Worries’
 51 -  Rock Church Fete
 53 -  The Bradleys in Bayton
 59 - Clee Hill Plant
 61 -  June 12th Tea Parties
 63 - Local Information

The Cleobury Clarion, July 2016. 
Volume Fourteen Edition Four 

A Toddle What?
See Page 9

Ah yes, Mr Gregory, you build 
these three-wheelers where?

See Page 25

Great idea - Posh Potties.
In Business, Page 57
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 “Your hair is our best 

advert.” 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

www.redharesalon.co.uk 
01299 270702       45 HIGH STREET,  CLEOBURY, DY148DQ 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

HOLE IN THE WALL 
DOUBTFUL

It  seems  that  the  Hole  in  the 
Wall weekend at Hopton Court 
is a non-starter this year. We do 
not know all the details behind 
this  news,  but  this  notice came 
into  the  Clarion  office  early  in 
June:
    “Hopton  Court  has  to 
announce that in spite of every 
effort  on  the  part  of  Hopton 
Court  Venue  to  make  a 
contractual  arrangement  with 
Live  Music  Events  Ltd.  for  the 
Hole in the Wall Festival 2016, it 
has not been forthcoming.
  To date, one meeting to discuss 
Heads  of  Terms  failed  to  take 
place and assurances that there 
would  be  contact  by  telephone 
have not happened.
    In the circumstances, Hopton 
Court  Venue  has  reluctantly 
decided to withdraw the venue 
for this  year's  Hole in the Wall 
Festival.  People  who  have 
bought  tickets  might  like  to 
review their situation.
    Hopton  Court  is  aware  that 
the  telephone  number  on  Live 
Music  Events  Ltd’s  website,  
07456  945  815,  seems  to  be 
unobtainable.    The  email 
address  on  the  website 
ilesentertainment@aol.co.uk  
seems to be functioning.”
    What a shame. It’s become a 
good fixture  in  the  local  music 
listings and has worked hard to 
bring local talent into the public 
gaze. 

 CLOWS TOP 
GARDENING CLUB

The  garden  should  now  be 
looking its best. The borders are 
full of colour and scents such as 
roses and sweet peas fill the air 
and  the  vegetable  garden 
producing  fine  crops.  Long 

summer  evenings  can  be 
enjoyed to the full, relaxing and 
entertaining friends.
  However,  there’s  always 
something  to  be  done.  Make 
sure you keep feeding hanging 
baskets. Dead head Roses, Sweet 
Peas,  Bedding  Plants  and 
perennials  to  keep  them 
blooming.
  Take  cuttings  from  your 
favourite tender plants for over 
wintering indoors. Cuttings can 
also  still  be  taken  from  shrubs 
and herbaceous perennials.
  At the May meeting Bill White, 
from Bill  White Nursery in Far 
Forest,  gave  an  interesting 
demonstration  and  informative 
talk  on  propagation.  This  is  a 
huge  subject,  however,  seeds 
and  cuttings  were  covered  in 
this hour. Lots of hints and tips, 
the evening was a great success 
with everyone enjoying the talk.
   Our next meeting will  be on 
Wednesday  27th  July  and  the 
speaker for the evening will  be 
‘Paul  Benson’  with  a  talk 
entitled ‘Burford Angels’.

CLOWS TOP 
SUMMER GARDEN 

SHOW
Saturday August 20th is the date 
for  this  year’s  annual  Summer 
Show. It is open to anyone who 
likes  to  grow  their  own 
vegetables  and/or  flowers, 
making  your  own  jams,  cakes, 
biscuits, or handicraft and floral 
art  skills.  There’s  even  a 
children’s  section  so  there’s 
something for all the family. The 
show  is  in  Clows  Top  Victory 
Hall  with  plenty  of  parking  at 
the rear. Schedules are available 
from Clows  Top  Shop,  Colliers 
Farm Shop and Forest Stores.
   The  Show  opens  at  2.00pm 
with an admission fee of £1.00. 

There  will  be  horticultural 
exhibits,  refreshments,  tombola, 
plant  stall  &  other  side  shows.  
Stall  holders  are  welcome, 
please pre-book with Marion for 
availability. A raffle will be held 
on the day.
   The cups will be presented at 
4.00pm followed by the raffle.
All  enquires  to  Marion  Wilson 
01299 270475.
Pauline Bowen
ROCK PATHFINDERS

One  evening  walk  and  one  in 
the morning this month:
   Thursday the 7th,  a 7.00 pm 
start  from  Glebe  Drive  in 
Stottesdon,  next  to the Primary 
School.  DY14  8UF  or  SO 
Reference 674828.
   Thursday  the  21st,  it’s  a 
10.00am start from Heightington 
Village  Hall,  near  Bewdley. 
DY12  2XU  or  SO  Ref. 
7648471123.
   As usual, everyone welcome. 
Alan  on  01299  400304  can  tell 
you more.
HOBSON’S FOODIE 

NIGHTS
New  dates  to  note  for  good 
eating events that are building a 
strong following: September 1st 
-  Beer  and  Salami  Night; 
September 29th - The Sea Shanty 
Singers;  October  13th  -  Curry 
Night;  November  24th  -  Duck 
Night.  Ticket  booking  essential 
at CM 270837 or www.hobsons-
breweryshop.uk

ERRATA
In  the  June  Clarion  (Page  59, 
‘Looking  Smart’)  we  described 
the trees that line the High Street 
as  planes.  The  editor,  whose 
fault that misdescription is,  has 
been  advised  that  they  are  in 
fact  lime  trees.  He  offers  his 
apologies for the error.

http://holeinthewallfestival.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f67fc23eb8a652d3a704c371&id=c33e35db08&e=33647543c1
mailto:ilesentertainment@aol.co.uk
http://www.hobsons-breweryshop.uk
http://holeinthewallfestival.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f67fc23eb8a652d3a704c371&id=c33e35db08&e=33647543c1
mailto:ilesentertainment@aol.co.uk
http://www.hobsons-breweryshop.uk
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Weavers builders 

General Building/Maintenance work 

Andy Weaver 
General Builder 
weaversbuilders@hotmail.com 

Telephone: 07800506729  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

x Fully insured qualified professional 
x Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
x From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 

D Painter - Painting and Decorating 
Your local friendly Painter and Decorator. 

Ex British Forces professional, 
hard working and reliable. 

Free quotes, reasonable rates,  
no job too small. 

Please call Darrell: 
01299 271838 or 
07854 770 604

Clarion Smalls - Local Skills, Knowledge and Value

 
 

 
Cleobury Players is your local amateur dramatics society that has 
provided entertainment for our community for the last forty 
years. We are always looking for new members to join our cast 
and crew to support our own productions. We can also provide 
technical equipment and support to other local groups needing 
assistance in their own shows if required.  
 
If you would like to find out more, then please get in touch with 
Annabel (01299 270666 or annabelgemmill@btconnect.com). 

 
 

Cleobury Players is your local amateur dramatics society that has 
provided entertainment for our community for the last forty 
years. We are always looking for new members to join our cast 
and crew to support our own productions. We can also provide 
technical equipment and support to other local groups needing 
assistance in their own shows if required.  
 
If you would like to find out more, then please get in touch with 
Annabel (01299 270666 or annabelgemmill@btconnect.com). 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

BEWDLEY HOLISTIC 
FAIR

A  new  event  in  the  calendar, 
scheduled  for  July  30th  in 
Bewdley’s  St  George’s  Hall, 
which is opposite the library in 
Dog  Lane.  Starting  at  10.00,  it 
will  feature  a  range  of  holistic 
therapies,  mediums,  crafts  and 
mystical stalls, plus activities for 
the children. All under one roof 
and admission is free.
   Amanda  Salt  can  tell  you 
more.  Contact  her  at 
amandajanesalt@gmail.com  or 
07921 567718.

TRIUMPH AT 
TREKFEST

The Brecon Beacons  Trekfest  in 
early June can be a huge test of 
stamina,  physical  and  mental, 
especially if you aim for the top 
category.  That  requires  you  to 
walk 100 kilometres - 62 miles in 
Olde English - in 27 hours over 
terrain  used  by  the  Army  to 
train their crack troops. 
   That’s what Gavyn Bache and 
his  boss  Ian  Matthews  tackled 
on  the  first  weekend  of  June, 
along with two others  to  make 
up a team. They were sponsored 
by  Red  Twin,  the  Bristol 
acoustics company that Ian and 
Gavyn  work  for.  Gavyn  was 
raising  funds  for  young  Jack 

Edwards,  whose  fight  against 
leukaemia  seems  to  bring  out 
the best in people, while Ian was 
doing it for Cancer Research.
    The team trained with walks 
up to about 20 miles. “We didn’t 
try  to  do  the  full  distance,” 
Gavyn  admits.  “We  thought  it 
might  put  us  off  the  idea.”  He 
feels that at the 40 mile mark it 
would be very easy to give up.
   They carried water to sip and 
waterproofs as insurance against 
the  weather  -  rain  is  not 
unknown  in  Wales  -  and  there 
were  seven  food  and  water 
stations  along  the  route.  What 
sort  of  food  did  they  opt  for? 
“Lots  of  Kendal  Mint  Cake, 
flapjacks and fruit,” says Gavyn. 
“Give  you  a  quick  shot  of 
energy.”
   Evidence of how hard the trek 
was  is  that  two  of  the  team 
members,  Liam Broomfield and 
Janis Janitis. retired injured and 
had to be helped to the next food 
station.  Then  Ian  and  Gavyn 
kept  on  to  the  finish  back  in 
Brecon,  crossing  the  line  25 
hours and 59 minutes after they 
left. 
   The result was £650 raised for 
Jack Edwards and if  you’d like 
to  raise  that  figure  by  a  few 
pounds Gavyn would be happy 
to hear from you. The donor line 
for the event has closed, but you 

can  transfer  online  to  Mr  G  R 
Bache,  Sort  Code  306788, 
account  number  10461168  and 
he’ll  see  that  any  funds  from 
that  source  go  to  young  Jack’s 
family.

Ian Matthews leads Gavyn and 
Liam Broomfield over some some 

pretty demanding terrain. 
THANK YOU

I   would  like  to  thank 
everyone  for  the  cards, 
flowers,  gifts  and  get  well 
wishes I  received after I  was 
rushed  into  Worcester  Royal 
Hospital  on the 28th of  May 
for an emergency operation. 
   I am now back at home, on 
a slow road to recovery.
   Thank you again.
   Christine Lloyd

mailto:amandajanesalt@gmail.com
mailto:amandajanesalt@gmail.com


Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  July 20168

Professional. Affordable. Local.
 

 

Electrical Installations 

No matter the size, we can gladly undertake all Domestic, Commercial and 

Industrial installations you require. 

A family run business, with over 25 years industry experience. 

From period properties to agricultural solutions, we provide a professional 

service every time. We also do call outs and emergency work. 

Renewable Energy 

Protect yourself from rising energy bills by considering renewable energy. 

Solar PV is the most accessible way you can save energy by producing 

electricity from the sun. Earn a tax free income from the electricity your 

system produces.  

Speak to us about how renewable energy can benefit you or your business. 

Whatever your query, give us a call. 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE TODDLE WADDLE
It was an invitation asking me to photograph the 
Toddle Waddle that had me really curious. What 
on earth is one of those? It’s an annual event that 
raises  money  for  Barnado’s  children’s  charity, 
with the nursery staff  and children dressed as 
animals before gathering to sing African songs. 

Sarita Smith leads the way, propelling a four-seater 
pushchair, a reindeer outfit and a big smile.

   Their gentle progress along the street excited 
curiosity  from  onlookers,  followed  by  smiles 
that  were  returned  by  children  and  helpers. 
Crossing the road at  each junction was a slow 
process,  with every child shepherded carefully 
across  and  motorists  all  patient.  The  smiles 
helped no end. The same as they trooped over 
the pedestrian crossing and along Church Street, 
passing  more  curious  glances  from  the  CoCo 
Coffee Morning visitors sitting in the window of 
the Market Hall. 
   The  procession  gathered  on  the  Town Core 
area  outside  St  Mary’s  and  posed  for  our 
photograph.    It  was a really happy, innocent 
occasion, blessed by sunshine.

As the children gathered to leave for the waddle 
back to the nursery, a little girl came up to me 
with a smile and said, “Thank you for taking our 
photograph.” No wonder people smile at  such 
simple charm. And they raised £350.               JR

NEEN SAVAGE W.I.
In June Laura Jayne, a creative jewellery maker, 
inspired us  all  to  make an individual  piece  of 
jewellery.    She had a lovely collection of pretty 
beads and stones and we had a busy productive 
evening  making  our  bracelets  and  necklaces.  
Laura was very enthusiastic about her craft and 
an enjoyable time was had by everyone.
   Our next meeting is  on July 13th, when Gill 
Guest will teach us how to assemble a hand tied 
bouquet, using flowers from her cutting garden.  
If you would like to join us the plan is to meet at 
the  Sports  and  Social  Club  Car  Park   at 
7.15pm  and  to  make  our  way  to  Gill’s  house 
from there.  Cost to visitors will be £4 to include 
refreshments.  Contact Angela Flowers on 01299 
270318 if you would like to join us so we have an 
idea of numbers.                                     Julie Hobin
   Save the Date - Vintage Tea on 20th August, 2 - 
4pm,  at  Neen  Savage  Village  Hall.                                                    

x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://4
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEANING 
THE WELLS

The two Joshes, Brown and Ward, 
celebrate a big job well done.

As part of our Year 8 challenge 
at  Lacon  Childe  School  our 
Head  Of  Year  asked  us  to 
choose,  plan  and  take  part  in 
something  to  help  the 
community.  My  friend  Josh 
Ward and I decided to clean The 
Wells because we had seen that 
it  has  been  slowly  looking 
overgrown and unloved.
   Coincidentally  the  date  that 
we decided to do the job was the 
same as that for the ‘Clean For 
The  Queen’  campaign,  a 
national  challenge  to  volunteer 
to  clean  in  your  local 
community for the Queen’s 90th 
birthday celebration. 
The  Parish  Council  gave  us 
permission to do our project as 
long  as  there  was  adult 
supervision.  So  I  dragged  my 
mum and dad along on a  wet, 

rainy Sunday armed with rakes 
and  clippers  and  lots  of  bin 
bags. 
  When we were doing this we 
had to scoop out the pond weed 
with  our  hands,  cut  back  the 
trees,  weed  out  the  plants, 
scrape  the  bottom  of  the  wells 
and  found  lots  of  old  coins, 
which we put back. It took us 12 
bin  bags  of  rubbish  and 
clippings. But at the end of the 
day there was space to sit on the 
bench and admire the work that 
we had done!  
   So when you are next passing 
The Wells please take the time to 
look and enjoy this historic place 
in our community.
Josh Brown
SING AND BREATHE 

BETTER
Kate Jones, who runs the ‘Sing, 
Laugh,  Breathe’  sessions  in  the 
Market  Hall,  has  won  support 
from  the  British  Lung 
Foundation  to  start  a  ‘Singing 
for  Lung  Health’  course  in 
Ludlow, designed to help people 
with lung problems. The relaxed 
atmosphere  of  singing  together 
does help to raise the spirits and 
apparently  makes  breathing 
exercises easier.
   The classes are at Rock Spring 
Centre  every  Wednesday,  from 
4.00 to 5.00 and cost £4.00. The 
BLF stipulates a maximum of 12 
people  in  a  class  and there  are 

some  vacancies  left  in  the 
course. Kate is on 01584 890284 
or singlaughbreathe@gmail.com
    She’s  searching for  funding 
for a further course, due to start 
in September. Any offers should 
go directly to her, please.

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

May and  June  have  been  busy 
months.  We  held  our  sell  out 
Spring Concert  on May 7th,   a 
full concert with fish and chips 
in the interval. On May 22nd we 
performed  in  the  beautiful 
winter gardens at Malvern.
   Our training band played at 
Neen  Sollars  Fete  on  June  11th  
and the main band performed in 
St Mary’s Church as part of the 
Queen’s  birthday  celebrations. 
We  also  played  at  the 
Shrewsbury  Food  Festival  on 
June 26th.
  July  sees  our  favourite 
engagement  at  Pershore 
Midsummer Brass on the 2nd, a 
great  day  with  over  30  bands 
performing  in  the  town.  Well 
worth a day out at £5 a ticket – 
please  see  their  website  for 
details. Ironbridge Brass Festival 
on  July  9th,  another  great  day 
out, free of charge. Our website 
lists  our  forthcoming 
e n g a g e m e n t s   
www.cmcb.org.uk  
Katie Griffiths

http://www.cmcb.org.uk
http://www.cmcb.org.uk
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Small Animal Boarding  
Pet hotel for Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Hamsters, Chickens and other small Animals.  

 

 
 

Call; 01584 890111 or 07886 982691 email; noahsarkboarding@btinternet.com 

 Spacious comfortable accommodation  
 Initial inspection welcomed 

  Every need catered for 
 Competitive rates 

www.noahsarkboarding@wix.com/noahsark 

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

BAYTON 
CHURCH FETE

It will be on Saturday July 9th at 
2.00  o’clock  in  the  Village  Hall 
and school grounds.  
   This is a very traditional fete 
with  a  coconut  shy,  skittles, 
children's  games  and  raffles. 
Enjoy  cup  of  tea  and  cakes  or 
quench your  thirst  in  the  cider 
tent.  Look  for  bargains  on  the 
produce stall, fancy goods, bric-
a-brac , plant and book stalls.
  Entertainment will be provided 
by the Tenbury Town Band and 
Bayton Junior Choir.  All in aid 
of  Mamble,  Bayton  and  Clows 
Top  Churches.  Enquiries  about 
booking stalls to Catherine Abell 
on 01299 832 249.

CLEOBURY 
PATIENTS’ VOICE

Many  of  us  recently  received 
personalised  letters  from  an 
online  pharmacy.  These  letters 
gave  the  impression  that  they 
originated  from  the  Medical 
Centre, but in reality they  had 
nothing whatsoever  to  do with 
it.  An  excellent  pharmacy 
already operates, offering all the 
services and a few more to boot. 
We  believe  these  letters  were 
deliberately misleading and we 
have  passed  them  to 
Healthwatch  Shropshire  for 
further action.

  The Medical Centre had a Care 
Quality  Commission  inspection 
in April and was rated 'Good' in 
every  ca tegory.  The 
rheumatology clinic operated by 
Dr. Thompson was described as 
'outstanding',  as  was  the 
provision of services to patients 
with long-term conditions.
  A  major  contributor  to  this 
outcome  was  Practice  Manager 
Stephen  Andrews,  so  we  were 
sorry  to  say farewell  to  him at 
our  last  meeting.  He  has 
provided excellent  support  and 
CPV throughout his time here.
	  	  	  The CQC inspectors have been 
active elsewhere. At Doddington 
Lodge  Care  Home  an  
unannounced  inspection  in 
September  found  five  breaches 
of  the  Health  and  Social  Care 
Act.  A  follow-up  in  March  
found  six  breaches  of  these 
regulations.  Dementia  patients 
were  left  unattended  and 
without  drinks  for  hours, 
dietary  needs  were  not 
monitored effectively, bells were 
unplugged,  and  the  manager 
made  decisions  in  isolation 
without  involving  relevant 
professionals. 
   Doddington Lodge has  been 
placed in 'special measures' and 
will  be  inspected  again  in  six 
months'  time.  If  it  hasn't 
significantly  improved  by  then 

the  CQC  could  rescind  its 
registration.  The most  frail  and 
elderly  of  our  community 
deserve much better. 
   CPV  meets  at  the  Medical 
Centre  every  third  Monday  of 
the  month  at  6:30pm.  If  you 
would  like  to  get  involved 
please  contact  us:  telephone 
01299  407224  or  email 
cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.
co.uk                        Mark Radford
LEARN TO SMOOTH 

JIVE DANCE
On  July  14th  Nik  Burns  is 
starting  a  new  Smooth  Jive 
Dance class in the main hall  at 
Ludlow  School  on  Burway 
Road. There’s a Beginners Class 
at  7.30  and  an  Intermediates 
session at 8.30. £5.00 per class or 
£7.00 for both.
   No partner required (might be 
less fun, though) , learn at your 
own pace,  all abilities welcome 
and  it’s  for  Over  18s,  please. 
More details from Nik on 07800 
6 3 4 0 7 1  o r  e m a i l 
letsgetjivin@gmail.com

SILLY BITS 
Why do shops have signs saying 
‘Guide Dogs Only’? Dogs can’t read. 
    Would a fly without wings be 
called a walk? 
      If man evolved from monkeys, 
why do we still have monkeys? 
    What if there were no hypothetical 
questions?

mailto:cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:letsgetjivin@gmail.com
mailto:cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:letsgetjivin@gmail.com


Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  July 201614

HEATH FARM MEATS 
Home produced beef, pork, lamb and 
mutton. Home cured bacon, gammon, 
sausages, cakes, pickles and preserves. 

Wednesday to Saturday 
01746 718732

Good Food and Fine Fayre

 

Flowers by Fiona est 1991 

19a High Street,   
Cleobury Mortimer                                                                                          Tel: 01299 272 995 

Fresh Flowers made to order 
Special Occasions 

Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays 
Sympathy Tributes 

CARROT TOPS  

YOUR LOCAL FRESH FRUIT & VEG SHOP 
ALSO AVAILABLE; FRESH FISH, JAMS, PICKLES, COOKED MEATS, CHEESES, PATE’S 

WENLOCK BACON, MAWLEY MILK & CREAM, LOCAL HONEY & MUCH MORE 
BOX DELIVERIES AVAILABLE TO YOUR DOOR, HAMPERS MADE WHILE YOU WAIT 

CARROT TOPS, 28 HIGH STREET, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
COME & SEE US; WE ARE OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 8.30AM – 5.00PM 
SATURDAY 8.30AM – 3.00PM  

SUNDAY - CLOSED 
OR CALL JULIE – 01299 272886 OR 07951 633585 

Email: Julie@carrottopsltd.co.uk 
WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO HELP 
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The Clarion Jobs Page 

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

Job Title/ Company  Job Requirements  How to Apply 

Temporary Lunchtime Supervisor 
Lacon Childe School, CM 

Enthusiastic, committed and reliable 
individual who enjoys working with 
children to join supervisory team.  

For more information or to apply 
please contact: 
admin@lacon-childe.org.uk or call 
01299 270312 

CM Bespoke Care 
 

New & expanding nursing care service 
seeks professional & caring individu-
als for current part-time & full-time 
health care assistant positions availa-
ble.  Experience desirable but not 
essential, formal training can be ar-
ranged.  Must have driving license & 
use of vehicle. Very good rates of pay, 
mileage & travel time paid. 

Call Sarah or Ian on 01746 718816 
 

Advertisements for jobs in the area are published  
free of charge. Just send details of the vacancy 

to the Editor (address on Page 63) by the 24th of  
the month and your advert will appear on the 1st 

day of the next month. 
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with 

Cleobury Mortimer’s Women Clog Dancers  
No experience necessary—we are a friendly, sociable side dancing  

traditional North-West Morris dances to our live band. 
 
 
 

Contact: Linda/Nic  01746718624 
Email: crookedsteeplemorris@btinternet.com 

See our Facebook page 

Visit our website:www.crookedsteeplemorris.ukdancers.com 
 

We practice at Lacon Childe School Mondays at 7.45-9pm 
Male and Female Musicians welcome 

 

 

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken  
 

BANK HOUSE, STOCKHALL LANE, HOPTON WAFERS, WORCESTERSHIRE, DY14 0EG 
 

Tel: 01299 270 870  Email: hoptonbuilding@yahoo.co.uk Mobile: 07977 495 163 
 
Hopton Building Services is an established local contractor providing a full and comprehensive service in all aspects of building work from New 
Developments to Maintenance and Repairs. 
 
Drawing on over 30 years’ experience in the construction industry working for Local Councils, Housing Associations, Private Owners, Insurance 
Company’s we specialise in: 
  
x Disabled Adaptations 
x Full Central Heating Installations and Boiler Replacements 
x Gas/Oil/Solid Fuel Appliance Services, Breakdown and Repairs 
x LPG & Park Home Trained and certified 
x Property Extensions, Refurbishments and Alterations 
x Roofing Works – Fibreglass Flat Roofing & Traditional Roofing. 
x Full Bathroom, Shower and Kitchen Installations  
x Damp Proofing 
x Insulation Works 
x Woodburner and Flue Installations 
x Asbestos “Non Licensable Removal”  
x General Building, Repairs and Maintenance Works 
x UPVC Works 
x Insurance Works 
 
Our operatives are fully Qualified and Registered Gas Safe, HETAS, OFTEC Engineers for Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Appliances, KBBBI 
Registered and CRB (DBS) checked.  
 
All works carried out are fully guaranteed and comply with all current regulations. 
 
Please call us for a free survey and a very competitive price. 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE FOOTPATH
ASSOCIATION

Our Parish Walk on Sunday July 
3rd  will  start  from  St  Mary’s 
Church at 10.00 and we plan to 
walk  to  Mawley  Hall  via  the 
golf club. Do come and join us – 
relaxed pace and back by soon 
after 12.00.
  It’s  a  battle  to  keep  all  our 
footpaths  open  during  the 
growing season and recent rains 
have  given  the  vegetation  a 
helping  hand.  CMFA members 
“adopt”  paths  near  town  to 
keep  them  clear  and  our 
summer  work  parties 
concentrate  on  some  of  the 
known  trouble  spots,  but  any 
walker  can  make  a  big 
contribution by having a pair of 
secateurs  in  the  pocket  and 
cutting  back  brambles  that  get 
in the way.
  Following  last  year’s 
successful  walk  on  Simon 
Evans’  birthday  we  are  again 
leading a walk on August 7th – 
we  will  explore  the  northern 
section  to  and  from  Detton 
starting at  10.45 with transport 
from the Golf Club by minibus. 
Cost  will  be  £5  to  cover 
transport  and  the  walk  route 
leaflet. Fuller details next month 
and on www.cmfa.co.uk.
Graham Simpson

A VISIT TO THE 
ROYAL MINT

I  have  seats  available  for  this 
visit  on  July  7th.  The  coach  is 
picking  up  from  Cleobury 
Mortimer,  Bayton,  Clows  Top 
and   Kidderminster  before 
heading down the motorway to 
Llantrisant in South Wales.   We 
hope to return by early evening.
  The  Royal  Mint  makes  coins 
for over 100 different countries 
as  well  as  all  the  Olympic 
medals.   In addition to viewing 
these  our  group  will  be  kitted 
out with safety wear and  taken 
on to the factory floor to watch 
coins being struck.     For a small 
charge  it  will  be  possible  for 
anyone to 'strike' their own coin 
and  bring  it  home  as  well  as 
having  their  photograph  taken 
with loads of money.
The  day  will  certainly  be 
something different and  anyone 
interested in  joining us  will  be 
welcome.  We have to  pre-book 
numbers  with  the  mint  as  the 
group  will  be  divided  into 
smaller  units  with  their  own 
guide  and  they  need  to  know 
how many to allocate. The cost 
of tickets is £38 each and covers 
all costs.
   If  anyone  is  interested  they 
can  obtain  further  information 
from  me  or  book  seats  by 

phoning  01299  832219  or 
e m a i l i n g  m e  o n 
brianlink.uk@btinternet.com
SCARECROW ALERT
The annual Fete and Scarecrow 
Convention  will  take  place  at 
Neen  Savage  Parish  Hall  on 
Saturday July 2nd from 2.00 to 
5.00pm.  Everyone  very 
welcome. 
   If you can, create a Scarecrow 
and bring it  to  the convention. 
Scarecrows  can  be  large  or 
small,  simple  or  sophisticated. 
The more the better.
 We  are  returning  to  a 
traditional  theme this  year and 
it  is  scarecrows  of  the  Worzel 
Gummidge/Aunt Sally variety. 
Scarecrows  to  the  hall  before 
2.00 please 
   All  the  usual  sideshows  as 
well  as  tea  and  home  baked 
cake. Any profits will be shared 
between  the  Hall  and  the 
Edwards and Hinkesman Trust.
Clare Ratcliff

MACMILLAN 
COFFEE MORNING

Saturday  July  9th,  9-30  until 
noon, in the Market Hall.
   We would be grateful for any 
donations of cakes or if anyone 
could lend a hand that would be 
good.
Sue Henderson
01299 270597

http://www.cmfa.co.uk
mailto:brianlink.uk@btinternet.com
http://www.cmfa.co.uk
mailto:brianlink.uk@btinternet.com
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The Severn Edge Vets Pets Page                         

Severn  Edge  Vet  Frithjof  Praetsch  BSc 
MRCVS discusses  common skin  problems 
found in our pets…..
   Your pet’s skin protects it against the 
environment,  regulates  its  body 
temperature,  and  enables  it  to  have  a 
sense of touch. Certain skin conditions 
can  not  only  become  severely 
debilitating for your pet, but they may 
also cause very unpleasant symptoms in 
humans.  In  recent  years  significant 
progress has been made allowing your 
vet  to  help  most  pets  with  skin 
conditions quickly and effectively.
   The most common skin conditions in 
pets  are  atopic  dermatitis,  flea  allergic 
dermatitis, and ear disease. The former 
two are often referred to as allergies, but 
over 70% of cases of ear disease are also 
secondary to an atopic dermatitis.
   Atopic  dermatitis  is  an  inherited 
disease, characterized by itchiness and a 
reddening  of  the  skin.  The  most 
commonly  affected  parts  of  the  body 
include the paws, the underside of the 
belly, and the ears. Fortunately, there is 
now a medication available that is just 
as effective as steroids for the treatment 
of atopic dermatitis, but does not cause 
any side effects.

   Flea  allergic  dermatitis  is  the  most 
common  skin  disease  in  cats,  causing 
itchiness as well as hair loss and scabs. 
This  condition  can  be  controlled  with 
effective  ectoparasite  treatments, 
provided reinfestation can be prevented. 
This  may  necessitate  the  treatment  of 
other pets and the affected pet’s home.
Ear disease is more often seen in dogs 
than cats, and results in persistent head 
shaking,  reddening  of  the  skin  of  the 
outer  ear,  an  acidic  odour,  and  often 
severe pain. Primary factors causing ear 
disease  are  bacteria,  yeasts, 
ectoparasites,  foreign  bodies  and 
trauma.  If  treatment  is  started  early, 
most cases of ear disease can be cured 
with ear drops, but management of an 
underlying  atopic  dermatitis  and 
regular  ear  cleaning  may  also  be 
required.  Severe  chronic  cases  of  ear 
disease  can  be  successfully  cured  by 
means of surgery.
   If  you  suspect  your  pet  might  be 
suffering  from  a  skin  condition  then 
contact your local Severn Edge branch.
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Breakfast, Lunch and Afternoon Tea  

available 7 days a week 
 

Slush machine & Soft whip ice cream for the Summer!  
 

A hot & cold takeaway service 
 

Bakery Dept. Selling Ashley’s bread & cakes 
Grab lunch on the run and pre-order on; 

 
01299 271 517 

High Street  
Cleobury Mortimer 

Mon—Sat 7am—5pm 
Sun 8.30am—4.00pm 

Ashley’s Bakery 
Supplying fresh bread, daily from Ashley’s Bakery in 

Cleobury Mortimer to our shops at: 
 

Cleobury Cafe Bakery Dept. 01299 271 517 

Teme St, Tenbury Wells 07772 743570 

Load St, Bewdley 01299 404147 

Also available; Bakery Direct to the Trade  
 & Outside Catering  

For more details: 
Call  01299 271 283 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer (Est. 1988) 

Ashley’s Bakery Unit 2, Old Station Business Park, Cleobury Mortimer 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

SEVERN RIVERS 
TRUST

The Severn Rivers Trust will be 
holding a public consultation on 
Tuesday 5th July, 10am – 7pm in 
the meeting room at the Mill on 
the Green, Ludlow to view plans 
for  a  proposed  River  Heritage 
Centre at Dinham, Ludlow. The 
Centre will form the hub of the 
‘Springs of Rivers’ Project being 
led  by  the  Severn  Rivers  Trust 
and  through  funding  from  the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 
   The  new ‘Springs  of  Rivers’ 
project aims to return the rivers 
and  streams  to  a  more  natural 
condition  and  better  ecological 
health  by  restoring  the  natural 
waterways,  improving  wildlife, 
and  increasing  community 
involvement around their river. 
   Despite the River Teme’s high 
conservation status, species such 
as salmon and eel are in serious 
decline  and  wildflower 
meadows  and  woodlands  that 
once  characterised  the  river 
valley  are  being  lost.  We 
envisage that it will be cherished 
by all in the Teme Catchment so 
that its  natural  heritage will  be 
better  valued  and  better 
protected  into  the  future.  The 
project  will  incorporate  a 
number  of  initiatives  including 
wildl i fe  and  habitat 
enhancement,  educational  and 

community  events,  practical 
conservation  and  volunteering 
opportunities and traineeships.
Mike  Morris,  Deputy  Director 
for the Severn Rivers Trust said, 
“We want  to  hear  what  people 
think about  the possibility  of  a 
visitor  and  education  centre  in 
Ludlow.”
   Please  check  our  website, 
www.severnriverstrust.com  for 
more  information  about  the 
p r o j e c t  o r  c o n t a c t 
admin@severnriverstrust.com 
for more information about the 
day.

STOTTESDON 
SUMMER FETE

Stottesdon School are delighted 
to  continue  their  association 
with  St.  Mary's  Church  in 
staging  the  2016  Stottesdon 
Summer  Fete  on  Friday  July 
15th.
  In  line  with  this  summer's 
Olympics, the theme of the fete 
will  be 'Rio'  and will  take on a 
carnival  feel.    The  venue  is 
Stottesdon  Primary  School, 
gates open at 5.45pm, admission 
is free and everyone is welcome.  
   As always,  the fete is  full  of 
family  fun   with  a  community 
feel,  enhanced  by  many  of  the 
popular  attractions  from 
previous  years,  including 
children's  performances, 

tombola, cake stalls, a raffle, ice-
creams and face painting.
  A  licensed  bar  will  operate 
throughout the evening and the 
local  WI  are  also  welcoming 
entries to their competition tent. 
Youngsters  can  be  kept  busy 
with  games  and  sports  events 
before tucking into the BBQ.
Claire Marsh

FRIENDS OF 
SAINT MARY’S

17th July  OPEN GARDENS
A  joint  event  with  Shropshire 
Historic Churches Trust.
   From  mid-day  to  4.00  there 
will be numerous gardens open 
in Cleobury Mortimer for you to 
visit  and enjoy. All  the gardens 
are  within  reasonable  walking 
distance  of  each  other. 
Programmes,  £5  per  adult 
(accompanied  children  free), 
giving  details  of  the  gardens 
open  will  be  on  sale  at   our 
usual  outlets  (Cleobury 
Pharmacy, Cleobury Library and 
Spire  Hairdressing)  and  on  the 
day in St Mary’s church.
There  will  be  refreshments  on 
sale in the church.
 “The  best  way  to  get 
inspiration for your garden is 
to visit other gardens” Monty 
Don.
Alec Osbaldiston

http://www.severnriverstrust.com
mailto:admin@severnriverstrust.com
x-apple-data-detectors://7
http://www.severnriverstrust.com
mailto:admin@severnriverstrust.com
x-apple-data-detectors://7
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Robert Bradley Logs 

Seasoned Barn Dried Firewood, Hardwood, 

Softwood or mixed loads of logs.  
New “Barrow Bags” (45x45x95cm) 
Logs are delivered in bags on a  

sack truck & placed where needed. 
Free Local Delivery  

07794 798616 

 

Produced & bottled at 
Mawley Town Farm, 
Cleobury Mortimer 
01299 270359 

Mawley Milk  
direct from the cows  
to a shop near you! 

 
We guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles. 

Early morning doorstep delivery available in Cleobury Mortimer 

Like us on Facebook/Mawleytownfarm 
 

To find your nearest stockist visit our website www.mawleytownfarm.co.uk 
email:  info@mawleytownfarm.co.uk 

 

THE CRUSTY COB 
BAKERY, SANDWICH BAR AND TEAROOMS 

 
Wide range of fresh bread supplied daily, including speciality items 

Freshly made sandwiches to take away 
Award winning pork pies from Reg. May 

Large selection of cakes and confectionery 
Telephone orders taken; Delivery service available; Outside catering 

 
Open from 8.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Saturday 

18 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer Tel: 01299 271190 

Local & Seasonal Produce,  
Delicatessen Counter,  

Organic & Gluten free ranges,  
Greengrocery,  

Off Licence, Newspapers,  
Health Lottery,  

General Convenience Store 

Tel: 01299 270 182 

2/3 Talbot Yard, 

Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8BQ. 

 

Opening hours: 

Mon—Sat 7am—9pm 

Sun 8am-8pm 
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MARK WILLIAMS - PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER 
“A lifetime’s attention to the most complex of legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  

and now a Private Client Lawyer, means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 
 

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Probate Support 
Care Home Fee Avoidance & Discounted Funeral Plans 

Standard Wills from £69 per person 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home 

 
T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887   E: mw@ambawills.co.uk 

 
Member of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 

!
!
!

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE WISE AND WELL 
INFORMATION DAY

   This  is  well  named.  A day 
devoted  to  advising  the  more 
mature among us how to avoid 
the  pitfalls  of  modern  life  and 
then  a  free  MoT  test  of  your 
fitness. No charge and they give 
you a free lunch at 1.00 o’clock.
   It’s organised by the Wise and 
Well  team  at  Shropshire  RCC 
and  will  be  at  Lacon  Childe 
School on Wednesday the 27th. 
A  series  of  talks  and 
demonstrations  starts  at  10.00, 
covering  topics  like  how  to 
avoid scams, local charities and 
support,  an  exercise  taster, 
reducing the risk of falling and 
fire safety in the home. 
    There’s that free lunch at 1.00 
and  the  Fitness  MoTs  in  the 
afternoon.  These  have  to  be 
booked,  which  you  can  do  on  
01743  342162,  where  a  friendly 
voice  answers  your  call.  It  all 
makes a lot of sense, particularly 
if  you  live  on  your  own  and 
need a little help and guidance. 

MORE FROM THE 
FRIENDS OF 

SAINT MARY’S
We are holding a Fashion Show 
in Ludlow on Tuesday July 19th 
at  7.00.   It  will  be  at  the 
Edinburgh  Woollen  Mill  in 
Ludlow,  where  their  latest 

fashions  will  be  on  show  with 
an  attractive  discount  on 
purchases  made  during  the 
evening. The evening includes a 
drink  and  nibbles  on  arrival. 
Tickets are £5.00, available from 
Diane  Waddington  (01299 
272820)  or  any  member  of  the 
committee.
Alec Osbaldiston
THE POTTING SHED 

MURDER
We had a Murder in Hopton 
Wafers  on 4th June, directed 
and written by "Little Miss 
Murder" Jules Woodman.
   Many thanks to the actors who 
did  a  fantastic  job  of  throwing 
us  off  the  scent:  Sue  Griffiths, 
Mike  Wood,  Garry  and  Sian 
Hawes,  Jules  Wainwright  and 
Frank  Staniland,  who  certainly 
got into his character of "Akers" 
the Gardener.
    The  "Miss  Marples"  in  the 
room  were  Angela  Drennan,  
Marian  Davies,  Madge 
Shineton,  Brenda Dunn, and Liz 
Bishop,  who  guessed  the 
murderer  -  Lady  Felicity 
Montague.   Only two tables got 
it  right,  the  other  being  Dawn 
Wo o d c o c k ,  b u t  s h e 
unfortunately did not  quite  get 
all the clues.
  The Best Dressed Guest prizes 
went to Maggie James and Jamie 
Fearnley.  They  looked  fantastic 

and  obviously  went  to  a  good 
deal of trouble.
   Thanks to Marissa and Sarah 
Brown, The Cleobury Cafe, The 
Lamp in Cleobury and Patshull 
Golf and Country Club for gifts 
for  the  auction,    and   all  who 
gave  and  bought  raffle  prizes. 
The  event  raised  £250.00  for 
County Air Ambulance.

A PSYCHIC 
EVENING

Subtitled  ‘An  Audience  with 
Michelle’ this rare attraction will 
be in Kinlet Village Hall at 7.30 
on  Wednesday  the  20th  this 
month. Ticket admission only; at 
£15.00  a  time  that  includes  a 
Fish  and  Chip  Supper.  Bring 
your  own  drink,  whatever  it 
may  be,  which  simplifies  the 
matter of a licence no end.
   The evening is  raising funds 
for  the  Lewis  Trust  and  is 
organised by Rachael,  who can 
send  you  tickets.  Call  her  on 
01299 841032 or 07715 030 510

LOST CAT
On  April  28th  a  stray  and 
pregnant  cat  escaped  from 
Newbridge  Cat  Rescue.  She  is 
white  with  tabby  markings.  If 
you know where she is,  please 
contact Sharon on 07986 871 229 
or email whitcot@btinternet.com 
as  she  wants  to  return  it  to 
Longville,   where she knows it 
used to live. 

mailto:whitcot@btinternet.com
mailto:whitcot@btinternet.com
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire  
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mortimer for 17 years 

SPICE NEWS:  
Orders over £40 come with free bottle of wine. Free Delivery up to 5miles from the Spice Empire & Spice Express.  

www.facebook.com/pages/the-spice-empire 

 

 

 

 
 

 
17 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

6-11pm 6 Days a Week 
Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 

wide range to suit all tastes. 
Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm-

9.00pm. 
As much as you can eat for just  

£9.95 a head. 
Free home delivery up to 5miles 
Reservatitions:01299 270419 

 

 

 

 
 

 
6/7 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 
suit all pockets’ 

Top Value dining.  
Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95. 
 

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00-11.00pm  
Reservations: 01299 271485 

 

 

 

 
 
 

57 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
6-11pm Wednesday– Sunday 

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers.  

Monday– Tuesday  
collect Takeaways from 

 Spice Empire: 
Tel: 01299 270419 

Free home delivery up to 5miles.  
Orders: 01299 271604 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

•    Carpets
•    Natural floorings (Coir, Sisal & Seagrass)
•    Vinyls

Carpets supplied by: Victoria Carpets, Fibre Flooring
& Alternative Flooring at Unbeatable Prices

Contact Details:-
Address: 26 High Street  
  Cleobury Mortimer •DY14 8BY
Telephone:  H: 01299 270095  
  M: 07739 186163
Email:   garethleach@aol.com

or check out our new website
www.cleoburymortimercarpets.co.uk

Your  local  driving  Instructor  0789  67  41041

Pass  your  driving  test
You never forget the day you

Introductory  lesson  free!
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PEMBLETON - MADE 
IN  BAYTON

There  can  be  very  few  more 
unlikely  places  to  find  a  sleek, 
three-wheeled  sports  car  being 
hand built to order than Bayton. 
That  is  where  the  various 
versions  of  Pembleton  have 
originated  over  the  years,  but 
with  Guy  Gregory  taking  over 
the car enters a new phase as a 
complete ready-built unit.
   It  has  history,  just  as  the 
Gregory  family  does.  Guy’s 
grandad  had  Bentleys  and  old 
motorbikes, his dad Phil went a 
little  further  and  built 
Pembletons  as  kit  cars  in 
between  building  his  own 
racing motorbikes and winning 
the  British  Hillclimb 
Championship.  That’s  a  strong 
pedigree.
     Guy wanted to use a  new 
engine  instead  of  the  rebuilt 
Citroen  2CV  unit  his  dad 
favoured. Persuading the Italian 
Moto  Guzzi  concern  to  supply 
him  with  three  new  750cc 
engines at a time suggests he’s a 
mean  negotiator.  “It  gives  50 
bhp, has a good spread of power 
and will do about 50 miles to the 
gallon,” he explains. 

    A garage in the family home 
has been converted and is now a 
spanking  clean  workshop,  the 
steel  framed  benches  home 
built. But if you weld your own 
tubular  space  frames  for  your 
sports  cars,  a  bench  should  be 
easy.
    The  bodywork  is  all  alloy, 
bent to shape in the workshop, 
while  the  rounded   nose  is  a 
bought-in  brass  spinning  that 
polishes  up  wonderfully.  The 
louvres in the bonnet panels are 
the  work  of  one  of  the  many 
Midlands craftsmen  they know.
   The wheels are all traditional 
spoked  style,  made  to 
Pembleton’s  specification  and 
very  light.  The  low  unsprung 
weight  makes   good  damping 
and smooth riding much easier . 
The  dampers  are  another  item 
built to their specification. 
    The engine mounted out front 
in  traditional  Morgan  fashion 
drives  through  a  refurbished 
Citroen 2CV gearbox to the front 
wheels. Mounted inboard at the 
front  are  two  modern  disc 
brakes,  whose  power  combines 
with the light weight of the car 
(317kg with a full  fuel  tank) to 
give  very  good  stopping 
distances. 

    The  inside  trim  is  to  the 
customer’s  choice,  with  leather 
or pvc on offer in a wide range 
of colours.  The car currently in 
build is for a man who wanted 
internal  trim  kept  to  the 
absolute minimum, so he’ll get a 
bare polished aluminium floor.
    There’s a six months delivery 
time  now,  but  experience  will 
shave that time. The prices start 
at £16,995 and grow in line with 
the  extras  you  might  ask  for. 
What you get is a handbuilt 95% 
new  car  with  proper  legal 
approval, much fun to offer and 
a lot of questions from strangers. 
   The first car sold went to Paul 
French,  who  had  an  early 
Citroen  powered  model  and 
went  for  the  Moto  Guzzi 
powered version. “I’m perfectly 
happy,” he told us. “There’s an 
enthusiasm for the customer as 
well as the product and the care, 
attention and after sales service 
is exemplary. It’s great fun and 
captures the spirit and fun of the 
1930s.”  That’s  one  very  happy 
customer - more to come.
   Guy at Pembleton Cars is on 
0 1 2 9 9  8 3 2 9 4 4  o r 
www.pembleton.co.uk.  No 
showroom; you talk to the man 
who’ll build your personal car. 

What better setting for a 
picture of the complete car 

than Shelsley Walsh’s 
famous hillclimb? The 

Pembleton’s light weight, 
elegant lines and motorcycle 
engine capture the spirit of 
the historic racers that still 
compete on this, a venue for 

motor competition since 
1905 and the oldest active 

track in the country. 

The Motoring Page
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Mobile: Tracy & Nick Price- 07515 644865 | Facebook: Vintage Delight |Email: vintagedelight@outlook.com 

Contact us to discuss your individual requirements for: 
Afternoon Tea Parties, Weddings, Baby Showers, Christenings,  

Birthdays, Anniversaries etc… 

Take the worry out of organising that special event... 

Have your own, homemade, afternoon tea delivered and 
set up for you in a venue of your choice. Served on  
fashionable vintage china with tiered cake stands,  

complete with bunting, flowers, napkins and  
tablecloths, so that you can relax and enjoy your event. 
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Letter from Westminster  
Philip Dunne MP

With the European Union referendum dominating 
events for several months, I felt it best to write on a 
lighter topic.  Although it seems only yesterday the 
UK was united in celebrating a successful Olympic 
Games in London, the next Games open in Brazil 
on  August  5th.  Athletes  from  more  than  200 
countries  will  compete  in  26  different  Olympic 
sports.
     I  hope  it  will  be  another  good  tournament, 
without  further  controversy  from  doping.   Sadly, 
doping is a scourge on too many sports at the top 
level. Some British athletes who would have placed 
higher  against  clean  athletes  have  since  received 
medals, but it cannot compare with standing on the 
podium at the time. 
   It is not all about winning medals, but Team GB's 
record  third  place  in  the  medals  table  of  both 
London  2012  events  -  29  golds  and  65  medals 
overall in the Olympics, and 34 golds and 120 total 
medals in the Paralympics - certainly helped. There 
are always inspiring moments in the Games, as we 
in South Shropshire know, as we are home to one of 
the inspirational Olympic stories. 
     Many will be aware of the roots of the modern 
Olympic  Games  in  the  Ludlow  Constituency.  Dr 
William  Penny  Brookes  conceived  the  first 
Olympian  Games  in  Much  Wenlock  in  1850,  to 
promote  health  and fitness.  The  man responsible 
for  reviving  the  Olympian  tradition,  Pierre  de 
Coubertin visited the Wenlock Olympian Society in 
1890,  and  was  inspired  to  establish  the 
International  Olympic  Committee.  This  year,  the 
130th Wenlock Olympian Games start on Saturday 
2nd July.

I encourage readers to go along and watch – more 
information  at   www.wenlock-olympian-
society.org.uk. 
   As  a  Parliamentary  Sport  Champion,  I  firmly 
believe  sport  has  an  important  role  to  play  in 
promoting health and wellbeing in our community. 
Fortunately,  here  in  South  Shropshire  we  have  a 
wide range on offer, whether through mainstream 
clubs  such  as  football,  cricket,  rugby,  swimming, 
tennis  or  bowls  to  more  specialised  sports  like 
boxing, fencing, gliding, yachting, cycling, running 
and walking, there are a huge variety of sports for 
people to get involved in locally. 
   Sedentary lifestyles, particularly for children, can 
lead  to  serious  health  problems  later  in  life,  so 
getting more people involved in sport is important. 
The good news is that this is happening, as Sport 
England's latest annual survey found 15.74 million 
people  aged  16  and  above  played  sport  at  least 
once a week in England during the year to October 
2015,  an  increase  of  more  than  1.65  million  over 
2005/6, the first year of the survey.
   This summer provides plenty of inspiration to get 
involved,  with the Euros reaching a climax soon, 
Wimbledon, Test Cricket, the Olympics and much 
more. I am sure we shall be inspired locally by Jim 
Roberts from South Shropshire, and will wish him 
every success  competing in  Wheelchair  Rugby at 
the Paralympics in September. I can recommend to 
residents across South Shropshire, no matter your 
age or fitness level, there are ways to get active this 
summer  and enjoy  the  health  and social  benefits 
sport has to offer. 
 

http://www.wenlock-olympian-society.org.uk/
http://www.wenlock-olympian-society.org.uk/
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

Training Courses Upcoming: 
-First Aid at Work 27th September £70.00+VAT 

- Level 2 Food Hygiene 12th September £70.00+VAT 
- Level 4 Health & Safety 14,15,16,22,23rd September 

£495.00+VAT 

Business Networking this month:  
Wednesday  20th July 2016 

  

For more information on training courses at  
The Cleobury Centre please contact us on the tel or email above.  

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com 

Cleobury Country Centre, Love Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8PE 

THE CLEOBURY 
SWIFTS

The  swifts  have  returned  from 
Africa  to  breed  and  will 
continue  to  delight  us  for  the 
next six weeks or so with their 
aerial antics.   They arrived later 
than  last  year,  in  the  second 
week of  May,  but it  looks as if 
their  numbers  are  roughly  the 
same as those of last year, with  
fourteen    breeding    pairs  and  
some juveniles.
   By the start of July most of the 
eggs  laid  last  month  will  have 
hatched  and  the  fast  growing 
young  swifts  will  need  all  the 
insects  that  their  parents  can 
gather.  They  have  to  grow, 
become fully fledged and learn 
to fly before the last week of the 
month.  At  that  point  the 
juveniles  usually  leave  before 
their  parents.  They  have  to 
depend  on  instinctive  
navigational skills embedded in 
their  DNA    to  get  safely  to 
Angola  or  South  Africa.  Their  
journey  is  in  excess  of    three 
thousand    miles  in  five  to  ten 
days. In addition of course they 
feed on the wing   in Africa and 
Cleobury  for  ten  months  each 
year,    at  least  doubling  their 
migration  miles.  Swifts  have 
been  known  to  live  for  over  
twenty years during which time 
they  could  accumulate    over  a 

half    million    miles  or  to  the 
moon and back .
   For me the best time to see and 
enjoy    them is  at  dusk  around 
9.30pm before  they roost    with 
their  chicks  in  their  nests  or  at 
an amazing      10,000 feet in the 
air.  The benches in front of  the 
church are an excellent place to 
watch  their  pre  roosting  antics 
of  screeching and chasing each 
other at speeds up to 70mph. If 
you choose that time please do 
sit down on the benches keeping 
a low profile as our swifts need 
all the air space they can get to 
visit their nesting/roosting sites 
and launch out again at speed.
  Let  us  hope  that  these 
wonderful  birds  continue  to 
visit us for many years to come
 Kit Smith

KINLET FAMILY 
PLAYGROUP

The  end  of  term  is  fast 
approaching  and  our  children 
are  all  getting  excited  for  the 
Summer  Holidays.  Our  older 
children have been getting ready 
for  school  and  are  enjoying 
transition visits to see their new 
classroom and environment.
  The  children  have  been 
learning  about  mini  beasts  this 
term,  and  doing  lots  of  craft 
activities,  observational 
drawings  and  singing  their 
favourite creepy crawly songs.

   On  July  20th  we  hope  the 
weather will be kind to us as we 
have  our  Summer  Party 
planned,  with  the  children 
enjoying  a  bouncy  castle,  cake 
decorating, tattoos, hook a duck 
games  and  lots  of  sports  day 
activities.        
Zoe Pearson 
FOUNTAIN REALLY 

SERIOUS FUN 
RUNNERS

Just  a  reminder  that  the 
Fountain  Fun  Runners  are 
wearing their serious faces later 
this  month.  They’re  sending 
team  of  15  to  compete  in  the 
Cotswold  24  Hour  Relay  Race, 
to  raise  funds  for  our  District 
Community  First  Responders, 
the  volunteers  who  train  in 
emergency  treatment  and  turn 
out in a very short time to help 
anyone who needs it. These are 
good  people  whose  treatment 
has  saved  more  than  one  life 
and they deserve our support.
   You  can  support  them  by 
donating  to  the  Fun  Runners 
c o l l e c t i o n  o n 
crowdfunding.justgiving.com/
cmfirstresponse
   But  please don’t  leave it  too 
long, because this donation site 
will close down on July 23rd, the 
very day the Relay Race starts. 
Excuse  me,  left  hand  knowing 
what the right hand, etc?
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NJ Plumbing & Heating
All aspects of domestic plumbing:

bathrooms-kitchen-showers-central heating
Oil boiler servicing

Phone 01299 270175
Mobile: 07967 659624

Michael Coombes 
Roofing & Building Maintenance. 

 

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs. 
Slabbing & Brick work 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 

 

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area. 

Call Michael on 07854 047413 
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL 

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email - admin@lacon-childe.org.uk 

the future begins here 
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds 

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

BOB COLQUITT
His family write:
Mary,  Peter,  Jeanette,  Philip, 
Sarah and James Colquitt would 
like  to  thank  all  who  attended 
the  funeral  of  Bob  and  joined 
them in the celebration of his life 
and for all the love and support 
shown.  There  were  many faces 
and far too many to thank. 
   It was a wonderful send off for 
a wonderful man and he will be 
remembered as someone special, 
who touched the hearts of many.  
This was shown in the generous 
donation  received  at  a  grand 
total of £900. This will be shared 
between The Millbrook Suite at 
Kidderminster and the fantastic 
District  Nurses  at  Ludlow, 
whose care of Bob was second to 
none and a shining example of 
the NHS at its finest. 
   Special  thanks  go  out  to 
Adrian  Satterly  and  Cleobury 
Mortimer  Funeral  Directors  for 
his  services,  support  and  care 
and  for  going  above  and 
beyond. Also to Rachael at Wild 
at  Heart  for  the  exquisite 
flowers  and  to  Cleobury 
Mortimer  Medical  Centre  and 
Shropdoc  for  their  continuous 
care and attention.

KIDDERMINSTER
SOROPTIMISTS

Our  Garden  Party  to  mark  the 
Queen’s  90th  birthday  was  in 
Barbara Draper’s garden, in aid 

of  the  Meru  Women’s  Garden 
Project.  This  supports  some  of 
the  poorest  households  in 
Kenya,  providing  opportunities 
to women who may never have 
the  chance  to  earn  an  income. 
Improved food production  will 
support  these  women.  Profits 
from the party plus a donation 
from  our  honorary  member 
helped us send a £500 cheque. 
   Handicap  International’s 
current  appeal  ‘Every  Step 
Counts’  can  double  any 
fundraising;  donations  before 
18th July will be matched by the 
UK government. So support will 
go further, helping disabled and 
injured people, such as Nirmala, 
an  8-year  old  in  Nepal;  a  year 
ago she lost her right leg when a 
wall  fell  on  her  during  the 
earthquake.  Since  then  she's 
learned  to  walk  again  and  to 
laugh.   All costs for the evening 
were donated and £525 will  go 
to  the  appeal;  add  the 
government  matching  and  the 
charity  will  actually  receive 
£1050.
   Our next business meeting is 
July  7th  ,  but  please  note  that 
instead  of  our  regular  meeting 
on the  third  Thursday,  we will 
be going on our summer outing 

to  Uncllys  Farm.  As  always, 
visitors  are  welcome  to  any  of 
our regular Club meetings. More 
details  on  Facebook  page: 
Soroptimists  Kidderminster, 
e m a i l 
kidderminstersorop@gmail.com 
or  telephone  Elke  on  01299 
266101 

NEW HYGIENE 
COURSE

This  version is  rather  different, 
as  it  covers  hygiene  in  Health 
and Social Care to Level 2. It will 
be  at  the  Cleobury  Country 
Centre  in  Love  Lane,  starting 
9.00 on the 15th, and will cover 
hygiene  hazards,  personal 
hygiene,  infection  control  and 
cleaning,  to  help  those  with 
experience  to  broaden  their 
knowledge.  The  course  is 
accredited  by  the  Chartered 
Institute  of  Environmental 
Health and costs £65 plus VAT.
More details from the Centre on 
CM  272300  or  email 
business@cleoburycountry.com

SILLY BITS 
  “I have come to the conclusion that 
dryer lint is the cremated remains of 
all my missing socks.” 
    “Spring is here and I’m so excited I 
wet my plants.” 

mailto:kidderminstersorop@gmail.com
mailto:business@cleoburycountry.com
mailto:kidderminstersorop@gmail.com
mailto:business@cleoburycountry.com
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The July Clarion Social Calendar                                  Part One

The Annual General Meeting of 
The Friends of Cleobury Mortimer Library 

will be held in the Library at 6.30 pm 
on MONDAY JULY 4TH 

All residents of Cleobury Mortimer and  
District are welcome to attend and discuss 

the future of the Library in the town. 
Information: Jim Reynolds 01299 270642
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The July Social Calendar Continued                                Part Two     

Give your dog a holiday 

Guaranteed Daily Walks 
Heated & Air Conditioned 
Licensed & Insured 

Call Kate & Rich on 01584 890327 or 07967 491428 
Opening hours: 8am-11am & 4pm-6pm          Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF 

 

LUDLOW DOG DAY, Stokesay Court, 10.00 - 5.00,Sunday July 24th 
Organised by the Ludlow Rotary Club, the Dog Day has become a 

major event in the canine calendar. 32 fun competition classes for 
your dog to enter, in the Hobsons, Tuffins and Rotary Rings. 

Early booking at  LUDLOWDOGDAY.ticketsource.co.uk costs £8 
for adults and £4 children. Pay on the gate prices will be £10/£5 

All profits to charity - £40,000 made in just two years. 
COME AND JOIN IN A GREAT SHROPSHIRE SUCCESS!

http://LUDLOWDOGDAY.ticketsource.co.uk
http://LUDLOWDOGDAY.ticketsource.co.uk
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Ever After     

Day Nursery 
Cleobury Mortimer 

Please contact us on 01299 272 777 
Or Call in to see us anytime. 

Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community 

 

Breakfast club 
After school club 
Holiday club 
“Forest schools” 

        outings 

15hrs education 
funding  
24U funding 
Age ranges: 3 
months to 11 
years 

Traditional Joinery Service

Tim Lewis,  01299 878940 / 07955 110109
lewisandpartners@googlemail.com

Bespoke furniture for your home.
Ecclesiastical furniture & letter carving.

The Village Carpenter

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour
All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

HARVEST FAYRE AND FUN DOG SHOW
2.00 ’til 5.00 Saturday September 24th

SAINT ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Lots of fun! Forest Dog Rescue with Fastest 

Sausage Eater, Best Rescue Dog, Waggy Tail….
Tug of War, Hobsons Beer Tent, Art 

Competition, Face Painting, Craft Stalls, Flower 
Stall, Refreshments, Raffle, Rowing Machines 

and Many More Attractions.
All profits to Local Charities.

josiebrown@mac.com

FALCO HEATING
The Solid Fuel Specialists

GARY HARDING - HETAS registered
Old Hall Farm

Clows Top
Worcs. DY14 9HE
T: 01299 832030
M: 07896 685 947

FALCO HEATING@BTINTERNET.COM
WWW.FALCOHEATING.COM

 Alan Smith Aerials 
 

Digital TV  Installations. 
 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 
 

Clarion Smalls

mailto:josiebrown@mac.com
mailto:josiebrown@mac.com
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Working for the community  -  Avis Pounder of Bayton School

Avis  Pounder  started  work  at 
12,  sorting  papers  for  the 
rounds  at  the  local  shop  in 
Stourbridge, then doing a round 
herself.   At university she held 
down a job to help pay the bills. 
The work ethic is ingrained.
   She  started  teaching  in 
Telford, took a five year break to 
teach in Canada and came back 
to  build  a  career  at  a  range of 
West  Midlands  schools,  in  
between  building  a  marriage 
and  bringing  up  a  family.  She 
was  deputy  head  at  Kinver, 
with a  class  of  42 primary age 
children to nurture before going 
for  the  headship  at  Bayton 
Church of England School.  She 
smiles: “I left a job where I had 
a  class  of  42  and  took  over  a 
school of 41 pupils!”
   Bayton  School  had  been 
through  hard  times,  its  roll  of 
children  falling  to  26  before 
Avis’s  predecessor  Maureen 
Burns  set  it  on  the  road  to 
recovery. “She set the fire under 
it,” as Avis puts. But it was the 
modest Mrs Pounder who blew 
the fire into a blaze of success.
   Her first big task was dealing 
with  the  county’s  proposal  to 
close  the  school.  That  brought 
out the fighting spirit of Bayton 
and the authority soon changed 
its  mind.  It’s  one  of  her 
outstanding  memories  of  15 
years leading the way at Bayton: 

“The  day  that  we  realised  the 
school  was  staying open.  They 
were  overwhelmed  by  the 
community’s support.”
   With  the  parents  firmly 
behind her, Mrs Pounder got on 
with  the  job  of  building  up  a 
good  staff  and  a  school 
reputation to match. “The chairs 
of   School  Governors  have  all 
been  very  good  and 
supportive.”
    Her dad was a  builder and 
turned  an  untidy   playground 
into  something  better  with  a 
layer of tarmac. If practical help 
was needed, the community has 
always  been  there,  the  current 
example the Shepherd’s Hut out 
in  the  playground  that  acts  as 
an extra  classroom.  The Parent 
Teacher Association got together 
and raised most of the £10,000 it 
cost,  a  splendid  shelter  fitted 
out with lighting and heating to 
make a year-round facility.
   She  speaks  warmly  of  the 
PTA,  people  big  enough  to  all 
stand down last year and make 
way for new blood. No clinging 
on to power here, just working 
for the good of the school.
    The setting is idyllic, a quiet 
country  village  with  a  nursery 
next door where the parents can 
see what a good place this is for 
their  own  children.  There’s  a 
plot  where  they  grow 
vegetables and in the village is 

the school’s own allotment, land  
made available by a parent and 
used to grow fresh food.

Mrs Pounder with the shepherd’s 
hut, the latest addition.

   The ultimate proof of how far 
the school has moved forward is 
the 2012 Ofsted inspection that 
declared  it  ‘Outstanding’,  a 
school  roll  of  110  and  a  2013 
Church’s SIAMS inspection that 
also found it ‘Outstanding’.
    She leaves this month, taking 
retirement and looking forward 
to buying a camper and touring 
Europe with her husband. What 
she  will  not  do  is  come  back, 
clinging  on to what she’s built.
She’s  a  very  talented  lady,  an 
inspirational  leader  and  has 
nothing left to prove.

    

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron 07825 159546   Mike 07813 512947    Email: aaron9morris@icloud.com 
Check out photos of previous jobs - Find us on Facebook 

 

Quality work at competitive prices 
Covering Cleobury Mortimer, 

Tenbury Wells and surrounding areas 
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01299 271 680

36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

Masquerade
Soft furnishing and 

Interior Design Services

Fabrics Limited

Hammered ’n’ Plastered 
Professional Plastering & Carpentry Company 

enquiries@hammerednplastered.co.uk 
07957166364

www.hammerednplastered.co.uk

More Clarion Smalls

THE CLEOBURY £1 SHOP 
8 Talbot Square, Cleobury 

COME IN AND BE AMAZED! 
Cleaning materials, Stationery, 

Gardening, Car Cleaning, Sweets, Lots 
of Household Goods and much more. 

ALL FOR JUST A HUMBLE £1 COIN! 
PLUS THE B&W SPRAY TAN AND 

SUNBED SERVICE: 07977 863799

HILLVIEW HOLIDAY HOMES
**** HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

Rural Shropshire/Worcestershire Border
7 Miles from West Midlands Safari Park

Tel: 01299 641531   
enquiries@hillviewholidays.com

www.hillviewholidays.com
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND

We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price. 
 Decking 
 Patios 
 Brickwork 
 

For a free quote call Luke on 07443 039608, or email  

shropshiredirtblasters@gmail.com 

 Driveways 
 Fences 
 Outdoor furniture 
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A  quiet  month  so  far.  Several  reports  of 
stationary  Diamond buses  in  various  places 
and at least one delay caused by a puncture in 
Ludlow. This wasn't helped by the fact that a 
mechanic had to be summoned from Kiddy to 
change the  wheel.  The other  day a  resident 
reported that he had just seen a 2L hurtling 
along faster that he had ever seen one move 
before – shame it was in Cleobury High Street 
rather than on the open road. 
   We are not alone in having problems with 
buses.  The  operator  running  the  9A service 
from  Kiddy  to  Cookley  (not  Diamond)  is 
pulling  out  citing  an  inability  to  make  the 
service  pay.  This  would  result  in  Cookley 
having no public transport links with the rest 
of  the  world  so  Worcestershire  County 
Council have agreed to subsidise the service 
temporarily  whilst  a  more  permanent 
solution is sought.. 
   Morale  amongst  Diamond  staff  doesn't 
seem  to  be  improving.  One  driver  had  the 
misfortune  to  scrape  a  parked  vehicle  and 
apparently  had  to  pay  for  the  damage 
personally. Makes you wonder whether they 
are actually insured. Not surprisingly, this has 
not  boosted  employees’  confidence  in  their 
employer.  I  gather  that  Rotala  (Diamond's 
holding Company) profits have risen steadily 
over  the  last  few  years  so  perhaps  this 
approach is contributing to those results.

   Things are still  moving on the Shropshire 
Council  front.  A second call  for  expressions 
has been made and responses are due to be 
received by the end of July so we won't hear 
anything  further  until  August.  There  were 
rumours  of  possible  timetable  changes  a 
while  back  and  when  I  spoke  to  Diamond 
staff  about  this  at  the  last  LJC  meeting  in 
March  they  said  that  there  would  be  no 
changes 'Before July'.  As we are now nearly 
there,  we  may  hear  something  about  this 
shortly.  On  the  other  hand,  going  by  past 
experience, we may not...
   We are off to Lancashire shortly and staying 
in  a  hamlet  on  a  road  from  nowhere  to 
nowhere  else.  However,  on  researching  bus 
timetables, there is a bus to Lancaster every 90 
minutes run by a small local company.. This 
may not be that frequent but still better than 
the 2L. More on Lancashire buses next time.
   A number of people have asked whether I 
am  considering  turning  these  diaries  into  a 
book. I must admit that I had given it some 
thought but have decided against this for the 
moment  as  I  don't  think  that  society  is 
sufficiently  braced  for  another  bad  book 
about Cleobury... 

Steve Todd

On The Buses                                                   Steve Todd
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Cleobury Mortimer based 
Home visits 15 mile radius 

01299 272841 
07805 268439 

 

 

Health Professional  

Janet Manley 
MSSCh.. MBChA 

 BSYA(reflex)    Reiki Master 

Specialist in Reflexology & Reiki Healing 

Registered Chiropodist 

SIMON CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR
PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 

GLAZING
5 LOVE LANE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868
MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month
STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.

Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For Sale 
Free Local Delivery 

Also Mixed and Softwood Available 
Tel: 07976 895 267 

01584 890 795 
K Phillips & Son Groundwork 

E: kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

07710 288526 • fengleheart@hotmail.com

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
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Clarion Coppers with PCSO Nick Morris

  I was unable to write my monthly report 
for the June issue as I had to have an 
emergency head and body transplant 
which caused me to be unfit for work for a 
short while. I won't detail every reported 
crime as I usually do because it would 
take up too much space, so instead I'll 
give a brief outline of what has gone on 
since late April, as follows. 
     Two burglaries at dwellings in 
Cleobury, where jewellery, photographic 
equipment and computer associated items 
were the main things stolen. Twelve 
bu rg la r ies o f sheds , ga rages o r 
outbuildings in Hopton Wafers, Kinlet, 
Rock,Burford and Cleobury where there 
were five such crimes. Power tools were 
the main targets, but generators, quad 
bikes and pedal cycles were also stolen. 
Two attempted burglaries at Clee Hill 
Plant and a caravan site at Rock. One 
abandoned theft of a trailer and copper 
cable at the Severn Trent compound in 
Common Lane, Cleobury. Five incidents of 
criminal damage, including two to 
vehicles, all in Cleobury. And one sheep-
worrying incident involving a dog at Kinlet. 
        As always be alert for online scams 
that could put you at risk. These may 

include opening attachments or clicking on 
links to unsolicited or unexpected emails, 
responding to believable emails that ask 
for your personal or financial details, or 
logging in to a web page that you have 
arrived at via a link in an email. Be on 
guard against scammers and fraudsters 
calling at your home who may attempt to 
appear genuine by wearing fluorescent 
jackets. They might hand you a letter or 
flyer and ask for a signature which is the 
final piece of the puzzle for them to then 
attack your bank account or to commit an 
identity crime. Ensure that you are totally 
certain that any signature you provide is 
used for a genuine purpose.  
   Advice about all aspects of online safety, 
including shopping and banking, can be 
s e e n b y v i s i t i n g : -   
www.getsafeonline.org     If you have been 
a victim of any type of fraud, you can 
report it to Action Fraud on 0300 1232040 
o r v i a t h e w e b s i t e : -  
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
   View our new Warwickshire Police and 
West Merc ia Po l ice webs i tes a t : 
w w w. w a r w i c k s h i r e . p o l i c e . u k a n d 
www.westmercia.police.uk
Nick Morris 

The Clarion is on the Web on the 4th of every month. 
All 64 pages of it, including the advertisements. 

We know we have readers in Hong Kong, Los  
Angeles and New Zealand.

x-webdoc://EE9910B9-645F-42C4-A6B2-266EAEF83C46/www.getsafeonline.org
x-webdoc://EE9910B9-645F-42C4-A6B2-266EAEF83C46/www.actionfraud.police.uk
http://www.warwickshire.police.uk/
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
x-webdoc://EE9910B9-645F-42C4-A6B2-266EAEF83C46/www.getsafeonline.org
x-webdoc://EE9910B9-645F-42C4-A6B2-266EAEF83C46/www.actionfraud.police.uk
http://www.warwickshire.police.uk/
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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MOLE CONTROL
CONTROLLED PEST REMOVAL

For a Free Quote Call:  
07791 175908

DOMESTIC GODDESS HOME 
SERVICES

I will tackle any job with care and pride!
I specialise in general household chores 

and de-cluttering of homes. 
I am very reliable.

CRB checked - References available
Contact Julia anytime on

07867646574/01299 832297

Another Page of Clarion Smalls

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

Local Piano Teacher 
Lessons for RSM Grades or Just for Fun.

Any Age Welcome, it's never too late to learn.
Reasonable rates

Please contact Wayne for availability 
01299 266150

Computer and Laptop  

Repairs. 

No fix No fee 

CCTV & Access Control 

Jenpac ICT Solutions 

01746 860297 

www.jenpac.co.uk 

Established 2005 

ALAN PRICE DIRECT TRAVEL 

Tel: 01584 890014 
MOBILE: 0773 3079679 

 

PRIVATE 
HIRE 
TRAVEL 
 
AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS 
 
LOCAL & 
LONG  
DISTANCE, 

COURIER 
SERVICE 

 
FRIENDLY & 

RELIABLE 
 

FULLY 
COUNCIL 
LICENSED 
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I’ve  been  thinking  about  numbers:  both 
abundances and absences. In the Wyre Forest of 
course we have both. It’s an area celebrated for its 
variety  of  wildlife,  which  it  owes  to  having  a 
diversity of habitats in sufficient quantities (areas) 
to  be  of  benefit  to  large  numbers  of  organisms. 
You’ll  also  hear  that,  for  instance,  it  has 
populations  of  Pearl  Bordered  Fritillaries  or 
Dormice  or  Wood  Ants  which  are  of  national 
significance.  The  ants  you  can  see  in  large 
numbers  as  you  walk  through  the  woods  on  a 
warm day, but most of the forest wildlife is by no 
means  numerous.  Even  the  bluebells,  picked  in 
armfuls in years gone by, must be sought out by a 
special trip to Shrawley Woods where they are as 
extensive as ever.
A  few  weeks  ago  I  saw  huge  drifts  of  toad 
tadpoles  in  the  reservoir  and by the end of  the 
month these will be heading off into the forest in 
droves after  growing front legs and losing their 
tails. If you are lucky or persistent enough to visit 
the  area  on  the  right  days  you  will  witness  an 
amazing  mass  migration.  Sadly,  the  forest’s 
reptiles  do  not  share  this  breeding success.  The 
adder,  particularly,  is  suffering a serious decline 
for  reasons  not  fully  understood.  Persecuted  in 
the past, the current reduction in numbers is more 
likely  to  be  linked  with  disturbance  from  the 
curious.  They  are  extremely  shy  and  prefer  to 
keep  to  familiar  hibernation  and  basking  sites 
rather than dispersing to new areas, which makes 
them very vulnerable.
Nearly all the forest’s wildlife benefits from a style 
of  woodland  management  which  produces  a 
patchwork  of  habitats  on  a  fairly  small  scale:  a 
‘mosaic’  approach.  Over  the  past  two  decades 

more  open  spaces  and  heaths  have  been 
encouraged, coppicing has been reintroduced and 
the forest ride edges have been scalloped, while 
mowing is  varied in height and frequency.  Bare 
earth,  short  grass,  long grass,  shrubs,  small  and 
large  trees  all  have  their  place  in  the  jigsaw. 
Maintaining such variety should help to provide a 
place  for  everything  although  there  is  so  much 
more to learn about the myriad of organisms that 
inhabit  the  forest  and  their  individual 
requirements.
 At  Uncllys  Farm  we  are  well-placed  to 
experiment with woodland management systems 
and try to halt the decline in woodland birds seen 
nationally. But think about this: I walked through 
our top meadow this morning, full of buttercups, 
pignuts, clovers and various grasses in flower but 
saw no insects until I reached the top gate into the 
woods. A disappearance of that scale so far down 
the  food  chain  would  be  very  worrying  and  I 
hope the insects will show up in good numbers as 
the summer goes on.
 On 9th July we hope to welcome a good number 
of people to a day of Spinning and Wool Crafts at 
Uncllys  Farm.  This  will  be  an  introduction  to 
carding  and  spinning  fleece  and  plying  yarn. 
Unspun  fleece  will  be  sorted  and  used  for 
weaving on a  peg loom and needle  felting  and 
participants  will  be  able  to  take  home  a  small 
needle-felted figure and some of their spun yarn. 
Tutors: Jeanette Lock and Linda Iles. Both courses 
will  be held at the Ruskin Studio, Uncllys Farm 
from 10am to  4pm and will  cost  £50.  For  more 
information  and  bookings:  01299  488083,	  	  
www.info@wyreclt.org.uk

July in the Wyre Forest           Linda Iles

http://www.info@wyreclt.org.uk
http://www.info@wyreclt.org.uk
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CLEOBURY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Incorporating Wyre Forest Funeral Service 

 

‘The Local Family Funeral Company You Can Trust At Your Time Of Need’ 
 

 
UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF ADRIAN SATTERLY 

* Pre-Payment Funeral Plans  * Horse Drawn Funerals  * Monumental Masonry   
* Home Visits Available    * 24-Hour Service    * Catering & Venue Arranged 

 
‘It is a rare privilege to be a Funeral         
Director, to stand in a sensitive position at a 
crucial time, in the midst of your family, 
knowing that the quality of our service, 
knowledge and reputation will help you through 
this difficult time in your lives’ 

 
 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 

www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
TELEPHONE: 01299 540541 or 07450 764214 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

Our reputation has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is 
concentrated on satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your 

neighbourhood is our neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral 
Director, with over 15 years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we 

take personal pride in serving you well. 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

Paul Harding                         Tree Services

BOOK REVIEW
‘Destination Unknown is the 

work of Gay Grant, whose visit 
to the Reading Group we 

reported in the June issue. We 
borrowed the library copy of 

her latest work to report:
A  book  to  awaken  memories 
amongst the older people in our 
community.  This  copy  was 
given  to  the  library  by  Gay 
Grant  after  she  visited  the 
Reading Group with her friend 
Clare Hadwell, who lives in the 
town.  It  tells  the  story  of  a 
family moved out of Portsmouth 
during  the  1939-45  World  War, 
to avoid the bombing raids that 
were  hitting  the  civilian 
population;  what  the  military 
call  ‘collateral  damage’  these 
days.  The  Phillips  family  were 
moved  into  the  safety  of  rural 
Hampshire and learned to adapt 
to country ways that were vastly 
different  from  what  they’d 
known:  outside  toilet,  carrying 
water  from  the  well,  no 
electricity.
   Gay tells the story based on a 
series  of  interviews  of  Pat 
Phillips,  whose  spirit  emerges 
when she and brother John have 
to  live  separately  from  their 
strict mother and much younger 
sister. It was normal to expect a 
younger  sister  to  live  in  the 
shadow of an older sibling then, 

but  her  ability  was  allowed  to 
flourish  under  the  gentle 
guidance of the husband of the 
couple they were boarded with. 
Not  all  experiences  were 
pleasant and one awful event I’ll 
leave  you  to  learn  about  by 
reading the work.
   It’s  an  inspiring  story  of  a 
young girl blossoming in limited 
circumstances  and  going  on  to 
lead a long and happy, modest 
life. It also lifts the lid on some 
of  the  downsides  of  rural  life 
and  the  established  habit  of 
keeping children firmly in their 
place.  If  you  want  to  know  a 
little about life in a time of great 
national  hardship  and  stress, 
this is another tile that will help 
build your mosaic of history.  It 
will be in the library very soon 
and I recommend it to you.
Jim Reynolds

ERRATA
In the May issue of the Clarion 
we  reported  that  Gary  Dale, 
winner  of  the  Easter  Library 
Quiz, had donated his winnings 
from the Easter Library Quiz to 
the  Friends  of  the  Library.  Not 
quite so.
   In  fact,  his  generosity  was 
spread  a  little  wider,  with  the 
money split  50/50 between the 
Library and the Friends of Saint 
Mary’s  Church.  Apologies  for 
the error.                                    JR

THE READING 
GROUP

The gathering of  the Group on 
June  20th  was  rather  like  an 
oasis of calm compared with the 
armies  of  shouters  dominating 
the  media  over  In  or  Out  of 
Europe. 
   We  were  there  to  discuss 
Emma Donoghue’s  ‘Room’,  the 
story  of  a  young  woman 
kidnapped and held  captive  in 
Room,  with  the  child  she  bore 
the  rapist  who grabbed her  off 
the street. Her son was just five 
and the twist  in the whole tale 
was its telling through the eyes 
and language of the child. 
   Every member agreed it was a 
good  but  demanding  work, 
some saying they had to persist 
before the tale drew them in and 
held them. A few found the final 
escape  unreal,  but  still  read  it 
through. Not a nice, happy story 
but  an  original  approach  well 
told. A recommended read.
    For our July meeting we are 
reading ‘A Time of Gifts’, Patrick 
Leigh Fermor’s story of walking 
from  the  Hook  of  Holland  to 
Constantinople. We will meet in 
the  library  at  7.30  on  Monday 
the  18th  to  exchange  views, 
when  behaviour  will  again  be 
civil  and  controlled.  Quite 
unlike the In and Out brigades. 
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Luxury for your cat, peace of mind for you 

Catsley View, Meaton Lane, Kinlet, DY12 3DD, call 01299 841 270 

Vaccinated cats only 
“cuddle time” spent with 
every cat, every day 
Individual likes & dislikes 
catered for 
Inspection invited 
The cattery of “First 
Choice” 
Tranquil environment 

Family units for cats from the same 
home 
Protected by security system 
Full height sneeze barriers 
Spacious, heated chalets 
Bright & airy 
Completely protected from the  

       weather 
Spotlessly clean 

 

!

!

31#High#St.##DY14#8DQ### # ####################www.notjustaboutbackpain.com#

!

Sue#Brown#MA#MSc#DC#MMCA############07932#00#00#28#  
!

A#refreshingly#gentle#method#of#chiropractic#suitable#for#all#ages.#
!

*#BACK#PAIN#*#SCIATICA#*#POSTURAL#PROBLEMS##
*#SCIATICA#*#SPORTS#INJURIES#*#JOINT#PAIN#

#

PLUS#*#CORPORATE#COMPUTER#(DSE)#WORKSTATION#ASSESSMENTS#
#######*#BACK#CLASS#–#Weekly!exercise!class!for!those!with!back/neck!pain!

On the B4363, 5 minutes from Cleobury Mortimer

Moffats, your local prep school,
welcomes children from the ages of 3-13.

A happy family school in an exceptional setting.

Extras include riding in our 100-acre grounds.

Funded Kindergarten places: ages 3 & 4.

moffats.co.uk • 01299 841230

Thinking about your
child’s education?

Kinlet Hall • DY12 3AY
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 For appointments & information call:

01299 271747
Cleobury Dental Practice

5 & 6 Talbot Square, Cleobury Mortimer
Kidderminster, DY14 8BQ

W: www.cleoburydental.co.uk   E: cleoburydental@telitmail.co.uk    FB: CleoburyDentalPractice

ADVERTISEMENT

After finding love at the bins
and getting engaged on the
Number 3 bus home, Kath
set about fixing her smile
and ditching a ten-a-day
denture fixative ‘addiction’Partner Keith

All smiles –Chris Chawro Dip CDT RCS(Eng) with patient Kath Harrold

Keith, however, does have to 
live daily with another male who 
challenges him for Kath’s affec-
tion – her miniature poodle, Ozzy, 
named after the legendary Black 
Sabbath Brummie. 

Upbeat, confident and socially engaging, 
it’s hard to imagine this woman, who has a 
love of sports cars, touring caravan holidays 
and stimulating chat, could have ever been 
any different.

But  things were. As a 12-year-old she was 
admitted into hospital for dental surgery. “I 
can’t remember what it was, but it was a rare 
case,” she recalls.

That dental trauma remains with her and her 
warm smile is momentarily lost as she brings 
the experience to mind.

“I did have trouble with my mouth, losing 
some of my top teeth to pyorrhoea [gum dis-
ease] in my late 30s, but managed to hang on 
to my bottom teeth until I was in my 40s,” 
she says.

After years of denture troubles, suffering 
with an unstable lower prosthetic, regular 
sore spots and a failed attempt to resolve the 
issues, Kath sought help from Cleobury Den-
tal Practice denture clinician Chris Chawro 
DipCDT RCS(Eng) GDC 135208.

The encounter two years ago was a turning 
point for Kath, who in the seven years of be-
ing with Keith has had seven sets of lower 
teeth.

Says Chris: “Her bottom jaw had resorbed – 
the bone eroding and leaving hardly a profile 
to fit the denture. It was a severe case.

“As a result the denture was terribly unstable.”

Kath’s whole life had been punctuated with 
the need for regular applications of denture 
adhesive to help keep them from involuntary 
movements.

“If I went for a meal with friends, I’d have 
to leave the table half way though to apply 
more Fixodent. I couldn’t live without it. I 
had a supply at home, in my handbag and in 
the car. I was forever excusing myself from 
the table and in the end I was using a ridicu-
lous amount . . . ten times a day. It was so 
embarrassing,” she adds.

Taking up the story, Chris, whose qualifica-
tions allow him to deal directly with patients, 
says: “Our first job was to get some dentures 
that would fit correctly and then look at the 
way we could enhance them. 

“I had to use a special impression technique 
to find the muscular neutral zone of her mouth 
to enable me to stabilise the denture.

“Once we had a good fit, we could then look 
at the possibilities of increasing the retaining 
qualities of the lower with implants.”

Implant retained over-dentures are firmly 
fixed by small press-stud like devices and can 
be taken out of the mouth by the patient for 
cleaning.

As part of her treatment plan, two implants 
were placed in Kath’s lower jaw by Cleobury 
Dental’s implant surgeon, Dr Neil Sampson 
MFGDP BDS (UK) GDC 60624. 

An experienced implant dentist, Neil won 
Dentist of the Year for Oasis Dental Care 
in 2010 for his “personal approach and exper-
tise in the area of dental implantology”. 

Having researched implant procedures on 
the internet, Kath was at first apprehensive, 
but the trusting relationship she had built with 
Chris “clinched the decision,” she says.

“I was happy and confident with Chris and 
he had recommended this treatment as way of 
making things much better,” she adds.

The first thing that attracted Kath to Keith 
was her humour and with that resourcefulness 
“I laughed and smiled my way through hav-
ing the implants put in,” she says.

Embracing life – and love – Kath unreserv-
edly recommends the treatment and aftercare 
she received at Cleobury Dental Practice, but 
the highest praise goes to Chris.

“Meeting him has been life-changing. I can 
now eat whatever I want and don’t ever have 
to think about my teeth. What a relief!”

Adds Keith: “ It’s as if she’d been living 
with a major incident and suddenly it’s all 
over. It really is that different.”

S
HE looks more than a decade younger than her age, her con-

versation is regularly punctuated with laughter and in recent 

years has found the love of her life . . . while emptying waste at 

the bins on the caravan park where she lives.

At “75 years’ young” Kathleen Harrold is well-known for her sense 
of humour, offering her engagement ring for inspection, whilst add-
ing: “Not one for ceremony, I went to the jewellers in Kidderminster 
with my partner Keith and got engaged on the number 3 bus going 
home to Stourport.

“I did, however, have to put the ring on my finger myself,” she 
says.With perfect comedic timing there’s a sudden pause that allows 
Keith to affirm that the story is 
wholly true. My Lifechanger

Embarrassing

Highest praise
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Woodpecker Timber 
Your local Timber Products Outlet 

End of lines and stock clearance 

Machine Round Stakes Trellis Panels 
Half Round Rails            Lattice Trellis 

Peeled Stakes                       Log Stores 
Landscape Timbers                Firewood 

Rustics Sleepers                    Border Edging 
Wooden Tiles                           Pet Housing 

ONLY OPEN ON SATURDAY 9am to 12pm* (Closed 30th July, 27th Aug) 
COLLECTIONS ONLY 

From: M&M Timber, Hunt House Sawmills, Clows Top, Kidderminster, DY14 9HY 
Tel: 01299 832611 for further information 
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freshen up your living space...

carpet cleaning

upholstery cleaning

re-upholstery

professional cleaners & re-upholsterers
we don’t just clean it...we gleam it!

we welcome all enquiries 07961 712 683
www.wegleam.co.uk    email wegleam4u@gmail.com

Call in the experts. 
We Gleam has 21 
years experience 
& 100s of satisfied 

customers.

WE GLEAM

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

A NEW RECORD?
It  is  not  normally  the  Clarion 
editor’s  choice  to  comment 
upon  local  politics.  However, 
when an exceptional event is on 
record,  it  should be brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  general 
public.
   There was a good example of 
this  at  the  recent  Neen  Savage 
Annual Parish Meeting on May 
31st.  30  parishioners  and  two 
visitors  were  present,  which 
does suggest an active interest in 
the  affairs  of  the  parish,  but 
there  was  not  one  Parish 
Councillor  present.  Not  that 
Neen Savage has an abundance 
of  councillors,  three  having 
resigned over  a  year  ago,  with 
no  election  or  cooption  of 
replacement councillors since.
   The meeting carried on, with 
John  Del  Mar  elected  as 
chairman.  When  the  Parish 
Matters  item  arose,  Mrs  Clair 
Ratcliff  proposed  a  vote  of  No 
Confidence  in  the  absent 
council, which was passed with 
29  votes  in  support,  one 
abstention  and  none  against. 
The minutes of the meeting say 
that the Council’s accounts were 
not  available,  though  they  had 
been approved at the May 19th 
meeting. Strange times.

CLEOBURY CARERS’ 
TEA PARTY

Another happy gathering of the 
Carers  in  the  traditional  venue 
of  Janet  Manley’s  garden  in 
Tenbury  Road.  It  was  on  June 
7th, in National Carers’ Week.
   About  50  people  visited,  to 
take tea and cakes, have a little 
flutter on the Bottle Tombola run 
by  Wendy  Duley  and  maybe 
spend  a  little  with  Dice 
Buchanan on the Produce Stall. 
A  typical  gentle  English 
afternoon,  with  people  sharing 
experiences  and  knowledge  as 
they raised funds for the cause. 
Two  very  pleasant  hours 
produced a total of £350.
   Do you care for someone and 
feel you’d like to share time and 
chat  with  others  in  a  similar 
situation?  You are  not  alone  in 
such  a  situation  and  sharing 
experiences can be  a great way 
of  easing  the  load.  Talk  to 
Wendy on  CM 270562  or  Janet 
on CM 272841 if you would like 
more details.

READER HELP 
WANTED

Beanstalk  children’s  reading 
charity is looking for volunteers 
to  work  with  children  and 
encourage them to read. It does 
sound like a very rewarding job 

to take on, and will appeal to the 
many keen readers in the area.
   It  does  mean  quite  some 
commitment. Like three hours a 
week, over two sessions during 
school  hours,  a  commitment  to 
work  for  one  year,  fluency  in 
English and a competent reader, 
willing to undergo a DBS check 
and  be  able  to  provide  two 
references, and finally be a good 
communicator  able  to  work  at 
the child’s pace.
    That’s a long list to consider, 
but  working  with  younger 
children  does  mean  patience 
and a personal record that puts 
you  above  any  suspicion.  You 
would  expect  no  less  of 
someone  who  works  with 
vulnerable youngsters.
    The  Beanstalk  charity  is 
Birmingham  based  and  their 
Shropshire  Volunteer  Co-
ordinator  is  Anita  Foster,  who 
operates from Telford.  She’s on 
01952  567846,  her  mobile 
number is 07772 238 909 and her 
e m a i l  i s 
anita.foster@beanstalkcharity.or
g.uk.  You  can  find  her  on 
Facebook,  of  course: 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
VRHShropshire.
   Find out more about Beanstalk 
at www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk

mailto:anita.foster@beanstalkcharity.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/VRHShropshire
http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk
mailto:anita.foster@beanstalkcharity.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/VRHShropshire
http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 

There will be no FLICKS until September 17th when we will be showing 
‘DADS ARMY’  By all accounts worth waiting for. 

The Tuesday Friendship club is growing in numbers and  
enjoying the summer so far. 

We have had a very nice lunch out in lovely surroundings  
which we really enjoyed. 

This week they are going to Symonds Yat for a river trip followed by  
a cream tea (we hope the weather will be kind). 

If you would like to join we meet at the Parish Hall each 
Tuesday afternoon 2pm until 4pm. Just come along and make new friends.

To book the hall for private functions contact 
Jan on 01299 271070

THE TOWN’S BEST VALUE VENUE



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  July 201649

On The Market  -  Anthony Bradley at ‘No Worries’   

Anthony  Bradley  travels  from 
Lichfield every month to set up 
his  stall  at  Cleobury’s  Farmers’ 
Market.  He’s  a  retired 
Government  employee  who 
took up dealing in antiques until 
he was at  a  rained-off  show in 
Gloucestershire and noticed that 
the  stall  that  still  attracted 
customers  was  the  pig  roast 
man. The move to specialising in 
quality hams was obvious.
   He buys his free range meat 
from Mary’s  Farm in  Lichfield. 
“It’s a really good quality ham, 
dense  and  better  tasting,”  he 
explains. It’s cured for 14 days in 
the  production unit  next  to  his 
home before the final glazing is 
added.  “It’s  cooked  for  up  to 
three and a half hours, broiled in 
a  low  salt  chicken  stock  with 
added vegetables, then glazed,” 
he  told  us.  “The  glazing  time 
varies, according to the needs of 
the flavour;  timing is critical  to 
get that right.” 
   Then it’s blast chilled and put 
into an ice box for sale that day. 
You don’t get meat much fresher 
than  that,  literally  hours  old 
when  he  opens  his  boxes  and 
prepares to carve, and each time 
he comes to Cleobury it’s with a 
choice  of  three  flavours.  When 
he needs a rapeseed oil, it’s from 
Bennett  and  Dunn’s  range, 
another stall holder. 
   There’s a huge range of glaze 
flavours  to  choose  from.  Like 

Australian Wedding,  the award 
winning  Mango  Chutney, 
Lavender  Mayonnaise,  Maple 
(from upstate New York, no less) 
Texas  Black  Treacle,  Whisky, 
Bourbon,  American  Apple  Pie 
and  Toffee  Apple.   That’s  an 
amazing  range  to  offer  and 
when  we  talked  at  the  June 
market  he’d  sold  out  of 
everything  bar  one  flavour. 
Among the people happy to buy 
that day were two ladies visiting 
from New York.

Anthony and daughter Elizabeth 
with what little was left over from 

the morning’s trading.
    It was natural to concentrate 
on Staffordshire markets at first, 
but  once  he  discovered  the 
Shropshire  Farmers’  Markets, 
like  Much Wenlock,  Bridgnorth 
and Cleobury,  he’s  a  regular in 
this county, plus food festivals.

   Anthony  likes  the 
management ethic behind places 
like  Cleobury,  where  there’s  a 
careful  control  of  who  gets 
space, to make sure the product 
is local and food or craft based. 
It fits in with his style of carving 
the  meat  in  front  of  you,  not 
bringing  it  in  prepacked 
portions.  If  you  want  to  try  a 
flavour, he’ll happily give you a 
small tasting slice to tempt your 
palate.
    I’ll admit to being a convert, 
buying a different flavour every 
month. The June whisky-glazed 
offering  in  one  of  Ashley’s 
Bakery’s  mini  wholemeal 
cottage  loaves  was  a  really 
flavourful  lunch  treat.  And  at 
£2.20 for 100 grammes it’s  well 
priced  for  such  a  quality 
product.
   Anything  else  on  the  ‘No 
Worries’ menu? “We do our own 
Corned  Beef  and  Turkey,  but 
there’s  a  limit  to  what  we  can 
carry,”  he  explains.  “Some 
people  have  never  had  proper 
corned beef. It’s totally different 
from  what  you’d  buy  in  a 
supermarket.” I look forward to 
the  chance to  try  some of  that, 
but until he brings it to Cleobury 
I’ll  happily  include  one  of  his 
hams  on  the  monthly  Special 
Shopping List.  It’s  what  makes 
markets like ours really special.
Jim Reynolds

cleobury country  

farmers market 
In and around St Mary’S church  

saturday 16th july 2016 

from 9.30am to 12.30pm 
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Mark Pearce 
Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture 

Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products 
Tel: 01746718404 Mobile: 07875425028 

And Much More 

x Fencing  
x Patios  
x Drives  
x Decking  

x Garden Sheds  
x Summer Houses  
x Fence Panels  
x Log Stores 

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

ROCK CHURCH FETE
This  event  in  the  church 
grounds always attracts a range 
of interesting displays and acts. 
Local MP Mark Garnier attends 
with his family, opening the fete 
and  chatting  to  locals  before 
moving  on  to  another 
commitment. A busy man.
   An array  of  classic  cars  is  a 
regular feature, always a source 
of good stories and examples of 
fine  engineering.  Like  Rob 
May’s lovely 1934 Talbot, rebuilt 
from  the  scant  remains  of  his 
father’s  old car as a replica of 
the  London  company’s 
legendary  competition  models 
of 1932.
   This is not a showpiece that is 
hidden away.  Rob has covered 
49,000  miles  since  completing 
the rebuild and the day after the 
fete he and his wife were off to 
catch the ferry to Santander for a  
four  weeks  tour  that  will  take 
them  across  Europe,  then  back 
to  the  north  of  France  for  the 
boat  back  to  England.  The 
expected mileage is just short of 
2,800 and  the trek will  take in 
meeting  other  Talbot 
enthusiasts.   The  six-cylinder 
three litre  will  cruise  at  70mph 
and having followed Rob down 

a local road I can confirm that it 
goes and corners very well.

Rob May is joined by car display 
organiser John Ellis to wipe down 
the rain from the tonneau before 

driving home.
   There were three of those cute 
little Austin Sevens lined up and 
Don  Makepeace’s  1933  RP 
model has a real story behind it. 
Its  early  life  was  spent  in  the 
circus,  driven  by  a  clown  and 
modified to perform stunts like 
the doors falling off when there 
was a loud bang from the car. It 
seems  it  had  never  been  road 
registered and Don bought it in  
a  very  sorry  state  with  lots  of 
parts missing. 
    The restoration took years to 
complete,  but  it  looks  and 
sounds a  treat  today.  Don says 
it’s the same vintage as himself ;  

the  pair  of  them  make  a  great 
team. 

Don Makepeace’s Austin Seven was  
a centre of  attraction. Many years 
spent  on  its  restoration  make  it  a 
fine example of a landmark car.
    There was a  dog obedience 
demonstration out on the lawns 
of the church and when the rain 
arrived to dampen proceedings, 
young  dancers  entertained  to 
enthusiastic  applause   in  the 
church  as  the  teashop  did  a 
roaring trade. There were stalls, 
a raffle and above all a friendly 
atmosphere  that  the  unkind 
weather  could  not  defeat.  A 
good old country day out for the 
family  that  raises  money  for 
local  charities  as  people  enjoy 
themselves.  
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Tel: 01299 271257,  Mob: 07411 142755,  Email: stuart.boomerang@yahoo.co.uk 

Friendly, reliable service 
Local & long distances 
Fully council licensed (up to 12 passengers) 

Airport transfers 
Courier service 
All occasions catered for 

 

JOHN VAIL 
Plumbing, heating and bathrooms 

Installation of boilers, cookers and gas fires 
In homes, park homes and caravans 

Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates 
GAS                       LPG                         OIL 

Gas Safe and OFTEC  registered 
07971 624804                          01584 890946 

johnvail123@btinternet.com 
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Suppliers of Computers

Newbridge Computer Services Tel: 01299 270701
Want a new computer? Worried about what you need?

How to set it up?
Well help is at hand!

Buying a computer system from us couldn't be easier!

How to transfer your data?

We offer a complete service package with all our new computers to ensure you get exactly
the right system, at the right price and completely hassle free from start to finish.

Also:
Spares & Repairs
Internet Connection
Security: Anti-virus etc.

And:
Call out & onsite Repairs
Accessories
Wired & Wireless Networks

E-mail mike@ncs-tech.co.uk website: www.ncs-tech.co.uk

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

WHOOPS!

One very second-hand Mazda 
awaits removal after the Fire and 

Rescue crew had cut the roof off to 
remove the driver.

The main street  was  closed for 
two hours early in June when an 
elderly  driver  apparently 
panicked after  hitting a  parked 
car  when driving away from a 
parking  space.  He  then 
compounded  the  situation  by 
putting  his  car  in  reverse  and 
backing  across  Church  Street 
and into The Old Vicarage.
   There was a major response by 
the emergency services and the 
driver was taken by ambulance 
to the waiting Rescue Helicopter 
to  be  flown  to  hospital.  The 
report  in  The  Shropshire  Star 
said he was not seriously hurt.

    Martyn and Carol Shorrock, 
whose house had been hit, were 
on  holiday  but  were  contacted 
and made aware of the incident. 
All credit to Carol, who asked us 
to pass on their good wishes to 
the driver for a swift recovery. 

THE ARTISTIC 
BRADLEYS IN 

BAYTON
Driving through Bayton from an 
interview, we saw a small poster 
for a studio open as part of the 
Shropshire Hills Art Week. Then 
discovered  the  work  of   Roger 
and Pauline  Bradley  at  Garden 
Cottage in the village centre.
    They are two very different 
but  considerable  talents,  Roger 
with  bold  three  dimensional  
colourful  landscapes,  many  of 
them  inspired  by  the  Outer 
Hebrides,  Pauline  producing 
delicately  painted works of  the 
human  figure  that  capture  the 
beauty  of  form.  She  uses 
models, seeking to capture what 
she calls “that source of energy 
within.”
   They have one studio to show 
off their work, dominated by the 
1873  Hanwell  and  Sons 
Columbian  press  on  which 
prints are made. Their working 
environment is quite separate, to 
allow concentration and less risk 
of  an  energetic  application  of 

expression spattering a potential 
customer.
     They’ve been in Bayton more 
than 40 years,  Pauline teaching 
and  Roger  working  as  both 
artist and lecturer before opting 
for  retirement  and  working  at 
what they love.

Roger and Pauline in their show 
studio, with the ancient Columbian  

press towering above them.
   Visitors are welcome and you 
can  make  an  appointment  by 
calling 01299 832907.
    We have been in touch with 
Shropshire  Hills  Art  Week  and 
have  been  promised  proper 
notice of  the event in future.  If 
you love art, it will guide you to 
a wide variety of talents spread 
across  countryside  that  is  an 
inspiration in itself.
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Local Upholstery/Furniture Restoration 

Call for a free estimate to restore your furniture 
or view the Website www.charltoninteriors.com 
to see a range of quality antiques restored and 

awaiting your choice of top cover.   
 

Tel: 01746 718285   or 07837609229 
email    info@charltoninteriors.com  

fairway 
  

Accountants & Business Advisers 
  

Proactive professional team available 7 days a week.  Highly competitive fees. 
  
  

Contact: Simon Hector 07896 439594 or Simon Connolly 07973 360456 
  

Offices in Cleobury Mortimer & Stourport on Severn 
  

  
Main Tel: 01299 822283    Email: team@fairway-net.co.uk 

www.fairway-net.co.uk 
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Your local Financial Advisor,
now open for business  
on Cleobury High Street

gkfinancial.co.uk

Drop-in Days
On the third Wednesday of 
every month you can drop 
in to see us without an 
appointment any time from 
9am - 7.30pm. 
There is no charge for this 
free initial consultation,  
so why not call in for a 
coffee and a chat!

01299 407092

GK Financial,  
53, High Street,  
Cleobury Mortimer,  
DY14 8DQ

GK Financial is a new Financial Advisor business designed to give the residents  
of Cleobury Mortimer and the surrounding area a dependable, value-for-money  
financial planning service.
Run by fully qualified Financial Advisor Grainger Jones, the aim is to provide  
an exceptional level of service that he believes has been missing in the town  
for some time.

Financial Planning Ltd

The value of investments, pensions and the income they produce 
can fall as well as rise. You may get back less than you invested.

Where to find us
GK Financial is easy to find, right in the heart of the town,  
on the High Street opposite Harry Tuffins, and with  
free parking for clients, so it’s easy to drop in for a chat.

 

Cleobury Garage  
15b High Street, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 8DG 

Opposite Lloyds Bank 
 M.O.Ts on cars, motor bikes and  

small commercial vehicles  

 Tyres, Tyre fitting,  

Puncture repair and Tracking.  

 Diagnostics, Air conditioning  

 Welding.  

Service and Repairs to most vehicles.  
 Delivery and Collection Service Available 

Contact The Team at Cleobury Garage on: 01299 270352   

FREE WINTER CHECK WITH EVERY M.O.T THIS NOVEMBER & DECEMBER! 
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* Over 20 years experience in Reiki (Reiki Master)
Kate Jones

( )SRP, MCSP,B Sc Hons

Jill Sharp

Feeling Anxious, Stressed or Low ?

Reiki Soothes, Relaxes and Comforts.

 Tel. 07905 766729

www.katejones-reiki.co.uk

01299 271800
Kim Stanley

IHBC - BABTAC
Enquire instore for full range of treatments available. 30.High St. Cleobury

30 High St 30 High St

Spraytan   Non-Surgical Facelift   Electrolysis   Aromatherapy   Waxing   Reflexology
Gel Polish  Spa Find Facials   Jessica Nail Care   Hot Stone Therapy   Hopi Ear Candling

Chartered Physiotherapist, Emmett 

Practitioner, Acupuncturist (pain relief),
Pain, Stiffness, Musculoskeletal Problems,
Injury,  Neurological Conditions, Lymphatic 
Drainage, Sinus Congestion.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

REIKI PHYSIO

Kim Stanley

 Tel. 01584 890284
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In Business - Posh Potties                

In 2010 Chris and Emma Gittins 
had an idea. They’d been to lots 
of  events  with  good marquees, 
but  the  toilets  never  measured 
up. So they decided to try hiring 
out  units   that  fitted  the 
occasion.  Went  to  a 
manufacturer,  explained  what 
they wanted and ordered a unit.
   Their next inspired idea was 
one  half  with  pink  LED  light, 
the other in blue,  the universal 
way of saying Ladies and Gents. 
They  had  music  installed,  put 
good  quality  soap  and  hand 
towels  in  there  and  started  in 
business. One more bright idea - 
they  called  themselves  Posh 
Potties.
    There  was  no  shortage  of 
doubters  (“A  toilet’s  just  a 
toilet!”) but six years later they 
have  nine  Pottie  units,  eight 
Portaloos  in  the  same  colour 
scheme  and  a  fridge  trailer 
that’s a great idea for big parties 
and places where there are cool  
drinks to be served. It’s another 
local success story.
   Emma  is  the  only  full  time 
employee, having given up her 
career  in  the  Police  to 
concentrate  on  this  new  outlet 
for her energy. There’s range of 
toilet  units,  from  a  10’0”  long 
mini  for  small  parties  up  to 
23’0”  versions  for  corporate 

events, and through the summer 
months they’re all hired out.

Emma Gittins. Mother of three, 
telephone sales, book-keeper and 

invoice clerk. Plus driver and 
cleaner. And she loves it.

    When they started, Emma and 
Chris  rented  a  unit  on  the 
Tenbury  Road Industrial  Estate 
to store what soon became two 
toilet  units.  They’ve  carried  on 
growing the business since then, 
to  its  very  impressive  level 
today.   
  The  need  for  cleanliness  is 
obvious  and  the  units  stand 
gleaming, thanks to a great job 
done  by  Jane  at  Cleobury 
Cleaning Service and Jeanette at 
Sparkly  Clean,  two  local 
companies. 

Through  the  busy  May  to 
October period they’ll all be out 
on  hire  every  weekend,  which 
means calling in their drivers to 
haul the three tonne trailers out 
to set up on site, ready for use. 
The  towing  vehicles  carry  a 
small  generator  to  run  the 
flushing systems after they’re in 
place  and  before  the  big 
generator  arrives  to  provide 
power  where  it’s  not  available 
on site.
    They cover an area up to 50 
miles  from  base,  though  they 
have had enquiries  from as far 
as London because of their good 
name for service. They’ve towed 
toilet units out to venues for the 
BBC TV’s ‘Antiques Roadshow’ 
and ‘Flog It’ and one recent big 
task  took  three  units  out  to  a 
Severn  Trent  Water  corporate 
event at Rugby. 
   They’ve  had  their  pink  and 
blue colour scheme copied and 
when they started having units 
picture  themed  with  hayfield 
and  desert  island  photos  it 
started  a  trend  others  have 
followed. 
   Emma  doesn’t  show  what 
must at times be a stressful job. 
But  feedback  from  customers 
does help, like “I never thought 
we’d get a mention of the great 
toilets  from  our  guests!” 
Another great Cleobury success.
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SPECIAL OFFER ON MOT’S £42 
 

TYRES, SERVICING & REPAIRS, EXHAUSTS, CLUTCHES, DIAGNOSTICS 
  We offer a local collection & delivery service.  Courtesy car available *    (* conditions apply) 

                                               

SHOP OPEN   —  Mon To Fri 9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Selling Red Diesel, Coal, Logs, Kindling, Paraffin, Oils & Lubricants, 

 Confectionary , Drinks, Cigarettes, Sandwiches  

Mawley Oak Travel & Garages Ltd 

  

Please Telephone 01299 270207 for a quotation     

8 ,16,  24, 28, 32, 35 and 53 seat vehicles  
Available for hire for all Occasions 

 
* Airport and Seaport Transfers           *  Weddings              *  Day Trips      
*  Theatres                          *  Schools 
*  Sporting Events                                  *  Dog & Horse Racing Events    
 

Servicing and Repairs, Mot’s 

                     Visit our website   www.mawleyoaktravel.co.uk   

 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
JULY 2016  ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME 
 

Join us for our OPEN MIC NIGHT on Thursday 28THJuly from 7.30pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S Pimms o’clock at the Social club only £10 a jug or £2.50 a glass. 
 

Join us on the field for a chilled drink and chilled atmosphere. 

CLUB DETAILS & MEMBERSHIP 
The club is available to hire for special events, private 
parties and family celebrations. 
Hire charges are: £50 non- members and £45 members. 
Find us on Facebook or call 01299 271448 for details. 
 

  2016/2017 MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE   
Family Membership     £10.00 
Individual Membership £5.00 
Senior Citizens Membership     Single £3.00    Joint £5.00 

Available this month on Sky and BT sports 
FORMULA 1 

TENNIS 
GOLF 

MOTO GP 
EURO 16 

     
Please note that some events will only be available 
in the Club bar. 
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Part of Our Community - Clee Hill Plant Limited
It’s  a  familiar  name  in 
Cleobury’s High Street as a red 
painted low loader with a road 
roller,  digger  or  dumper  truck 
on  its  back  rolls  through  the 
town. Or you can get a glimpse 
of  brightly  coloured  machinery 
parked in neat rows at the depot 
in Clee Hill Village.
   What few people realise is just 
how big this local company has 
become.  When  Clee  Hill  Plant 
Limited  was  incorporated  back 
in 1965, its  office block what is 
now the roadside cafe, it had 100 
shares valued at £1 each,  in the 
names of Dan and Evelyn Plant. 
51  years  later  it’s  the  country’s 
biggest plant hire company in its 
sphere, employing 130 people in 
eight branches; 26 of them here 
on the hill.
   The Plant family sold out to 
Northern Strip Mining and they 
in turn had a management buy-
out  30  years  ago,  since  when 
David  Hargreaves  has  headed 
the company. 11 Years ago Robin 
Ayres  was  appointed  Depot 
Manager, and he found a skilled 
but ageing  workforce with just 
one  apprentice  learning  the 
demanding business of servicing 
and  maintaining  plant 
machinery  in  good  working 
order.  As  he  puts  it:  “Just  one 
apprentice  and the rest  coming 
up for retirement.”
   Robin’s  efforts  and  a  clear 
company  policy  of  getting  the 
job  done  right  has  changed  all 
that.  “Our  gaffer  believes  in 
putting the money back into the 
company,“ he says in a modest 
office  that  clearly doesn’t  serve 
any  inflated  ego.  “People  are 
what  he  sees  as  our  key  asset. 
We  took  on  two  lads  who’d 
trained  as  electricians  and 
couldn’t  find work.  They came 
to  Clee  Hill  and  they’re  great 

lads  -  hit  the  ground  running 
and  got  on  with  learning  the 
Clee Hill way of doing the job.”

Depot Manager Robin Ayres, a 
man with a big job that he 

clearly enjoys. 
    The company’s concentration 
is on road surfacing, earthworks 
and  general  plant  hire,  which 
means  300  items  available  for 
rent.  From  one  tonne  small 
dumpers up to 27 tonnes rollers, 
delivered to site by the transport 
fleet of two low loaders and a 14 
tonnes rigid chassis lorry. All of 
it  up  to  scratch and ready for 
use:  “Everything  is  serviced 
every  12  weeks,”  Robin 
explains.  ”When  something 
comes  back  from  hire,  it’s 
serviced  and  put  in  the  line 
ready  for  work.  If  it  stands  in 
the line unused for 12 weeks, it 
comes  back  in  for  a  top-up 
service.”  
   The depot occupies about two 
and  a  half  acres  of  Shropshire, 
owned by the company. There is 
a new office under construction, 
but it didn’t seem to be the most 
urgent job on the site when we 
called, because hire and service 
of machinery is what makes the 
place  tick  and  gives  the  crew 
jobs. 

   It’s  a  busy  place  with  a 
reputation  for  doing  the  job 
right.  So  up  on  Clee  Hill  is 
where  engines  and  gearboxes 
are  rebuilt  for  other  branches: 
“We  have  the  skills  and  the 
space.  And  we’ve  got  a  paint 
shop  here  as  well,”  Robin 
explains.
    He’s  very  proud  that  the 
depot has an Investor in People 
award.  And  the  current 
apprentices  have  come  back 
from college  saying  how much 
more challenging the work that 
they  are  doing  is  compared  to 
others they meet. Robin can see 
the need for them to be abreast 
of  current  standards,  such  as 
diagnostic testing. The company 
actively  encourages  training 
sessions  on  site  by  the 
manufacturers  whose  machines 
they use.
    There’s  a  Quality 
Management  system  in 
operation  and  monthly  depot 
meetings  to  check  records  and 
see that everyone is up to date. 
Does that  sound like too much 
bureaucracy?  Not  when  you’re 
hiring  out  a  multi  thousand 
pound  machine  that  will  be 
expected  to  work  reliably 
around the clock. Plant like that 
has  to  be  maintained  at  the 
highest  standard,  with 
machinery  out  there  working 
anywhere  between  Mid  Wales 
and the M4 corridor. 
   Attention to detail helps, like 
delivering to remote points with 
the smaller truck so that access 
is easier.  If  in doubt,  the site is 
checked over on Google Earth.    
   It’s a big job this man has, with 
service available day and night 
if  necessary.  In  a  competitive 
business  they  got  big  by  being 
good at the job. And all tucked 
away in quiet, remote Clee Hill. 
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 UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
 UPVC Windows, Doors &  
 Conservatories 
 General Home Improvements 

Free No-Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience 

 Re-roofing & general building 
work 

 Replacement Glass 
 Patio Jet Washing 

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

TEA PARTIES TO HONOUR 
THE QUEEN

There  were  tea  parties  and lunches  all  over  the 
area on June 12th, the official celebration date of 
Her Majesty’s 90th birthday. In Bayton they had a 
Bring and Share Lunch, people bringing food and 
drink and contributing to a central buffet where 
the hungry could take a second helping if  there 
was anything left. As you’d expect, there was.

Plenty  for  everyone  in  the  Bring  and  Share  buffet, 
where stylish dress dominated. Photo: Andrew Priest 
Photography
    There was a nominal ‘Royal’  presence,  Betty 
Jenkins acting as the Queen, with David Miles as 
her Consort and Isobel Miles as Lady in Waiting.    

A thoughtful touch to encourage the younger visitors 
was the Prince and Princess fancy dress competition, 
which drew a very high level of competition. So every 
entrant had a prize. 

     In Cleobury the presence of a Waitrose van 
outside  the  church  hinted  at  a  touch  of  quality 
and the happy 90 or so faces inside suggested that 
was  the  case.  We understand that  a  limit  of  80 
tickets was set, but the demand was so strong that 
organiser Sarah Wilde offered a little flexibility to 
get everyone in. An appropriate goodwill gesture 
on such a special occasion.
    As the weather gods were not kind the lunch 
was  served  in  the  church  and  not  outside  as 
originally planned. Cleobury Concert Brass were 
in  full,  fine  flow  when  we  arrived  and  were 
offered a place and a lunch. A very kind thought, 
but  someone  who  had  not  bought  a  ticket  and 
was only  there  as  an observer  could not  accept 
what  others were there to rightly share.  Lots  of 
smiling  faces,  friendly  chatter  and  a  great 
atmosphere said it all about the day.

     Gill Davis had baked a Royal Birthday cake 
that was raffled by Rector Ashley Buck. Bids were 
slow to start, but is was a lovely looking cake and 
in  the  end  the  editor’s  appetite  won  the  battle 
with  his  wallet.  It  was  far  too  much  for  one 
greedy man and even for his family, so after the 
cake  eaters  in  the  household  had  sampled  the 
prize, it was taken up to Saint Mary’s Place, where 
Jo  Booton  arranged  to  share  it  around  the 
residents. A fitting end to a very good day.
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We are a local building company who specialise in a variety of jobs to suit your needs! 

For more information contact: 

 Lee Rollings 

Telephone: 07506 791 577 

 

Email: lee@lrdevelopments.co.uk 

Website: www.lrdevelopments.co.uk 
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

Collect the Clarion from: Spar Grocery, M & M Baldwin, Butler’s Store, Cleobury Cafe, The Severn Hospice 
Shop, Harry Tuffin’s, Carrot Tops, The Library, Simply Fresh and Nock Deighton, Cleobury Mortimer. 
Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood; Post Office Clee Hill; Village Store, Cleobury North;  Clows Top Stores; 
The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The 
Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, 
Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.

Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read in pdf form from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

The Clarion is published by Cleobury Clarion Media Ltd and printed by Glint Print (01299 266657)

THE DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE IS JULY 24th
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Parfitt 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Wendy Duley 01299 270562

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri  and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Ingrid Purslow 01299 270314

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Dorothy McBride 07761 976610 dorothymcbride@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 08444 068888 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718210

PARISH COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Market Hall 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. www.cleobury.org.uk. 
Council meets in the Market Hall on the first Monday of 
the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Spar Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

�1

mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
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PROPERTY AGENTS | VALUERS | SURVEYORS | AUCTIONEERS

CLEOBURY MORTIMER | KIDDERMINSTER | LUDLOW | BRIDGNORTH | IRONBRIDGE| NEWPORT | TELFORD | LEOMINSTER

Kidderminster

71 Coventry Street
Kidderminster

DY10 2BS
 

01562 745082Integrity and Service since 1831

Erica Hinwood MARLA

Office Manager

Coral
www.nockdeighton.co.uk

Coral Walrond MARLA

Lettings Negotiator

Residential	  Sales	  

The	  rate	  of	  house	  price	  rises	  in	  Shropshire	  has	  
accelerated	  in	  the	  past	  month,	  according	  to	  our	  
House	  Price	  Index	  produced	  by	  analysts	  here	  at	  
Nock	  Deighton.	  The	  most	  recent	  figures	  show	  
that	  house	  prices	  increased	  by	  1.5%	  last	  month,	  
with	  a	  significant	  rise	  of	  5.9%	  compared	  to	  this	  
time	  last	  year.	  We	  are	  still	  
seeing	  a	  strong	  market	  with	  
demand	  outstripping	  supply.	  
	  With	  the	  prime	  summer	  
months	  ahead	  of	  us,	  it's	  an	  
exciting	  time	  for	  house	  sales	  in	  
the	  area.	  

Residential	  Lettings	  

The	  average	  rent	  on	  new	  tenancies	  has	  risen	  by	  
just	  over	  five	  per	  cent	  nationally	  over	  the	  past	  
year	  -‐	  good	  news	  for	  landlords	  and	  those	  
considering	  a	  property	  investment.	  The	  
national	  Homelet	  Rental	  Index	  figures	  have	  not	  
come	  as	  a	  major	  surprise	  to	  us	  here	  at	  Nock	  
Deighton,	  as	  we	  have	  seen	  demand	  for	  rental	  
property	  continue	  to	  rise	  so	  
it's	  only	  natural	  that	  rents	  
will	  increase.	  Here	  in	  
Shropshire	  we	  are	  finding	  
that	  rental	  accommodation	  
is	  being	  snapped	  up	  by	  
tenants	  very	  quickly,	  and	  as	  
house	  prices	  continue	  to	  
rise,	  rents	  will	  follow.

2 Grove Meadow,                   £300,000 
Cleobury Mortimer 
An immaculately presented four bedroom 
detached property which was once the show 
home on the development. With integral 
garage and large rear garden. EPC D 

40 Housman Way                
Cleobury Mortimer 
Modern three bedroom property situated on 
the Bovis development with central heating, 
parking and garage. Also benefits from rear 
garden. Available mid July. EPC B

FOR  
SALE

TO 
LET




